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ONE NATION UNDER GOD 

Introduction

Three Basic Principles

With the advent over the last century of historical revisionism in America, and its attempts to remove God from our history books, I feel that it is time for us to go back to the beginnings of our history as a nation and discuss at length the Christian foundations of America. To do this we need to look at our nation's history not as just another secular recounting of facts, but to take the time to show how God has moved throughout history to bring about His will on the earth. For this reason, the history we will be discussing here will be based on three very important principles that most secular historians ignore, thus causing them to misunderstand the grand plan that God is carrying out here in America and among all the nations of the earth. 

The first of these principles is that God, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, created the universe.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.-Genesis 1:1

This basic principle shows us that men were created with a certain purpose and destiny in mind by an Almighty God. We need to know just what it was that our founding fathers believed concerning this in able to understand if they shared this view. Benjamin Franklin stated very clearly where he stood in this area. "Here is my creed. I believe in one God, the Creator of the universe. That He governs it by His Providence. That He ought to be worshipped. As to Jesus of Nazareth, I think the systems of morals and his religion, as he left them to us, is the best the world ever saw, or is likely to see."

American President Thomas Jefferson also made it clear concerning what he believed about this. 

"Almighty God hath created the free mind. All attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or burdens are a departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our religion. God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever." 

President George Washington also stated his position on the matter of God and the creation of the universe. 

"It is impossible to account for the creation of the universe, without the agency of a Supreme Being. It is impossible to govern the universe without the aid of a Supreme Being. It is impossible to reason without arriving at a Supreme Being."

These truths show clearly, not just in their personal opinions, but also in their public policies. Especially when writing the Declaration of Independence where the founding fathers clearly stated: "We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal, and are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights."

The view that the universe was created by God is clearly the position held by the American founding fathers and all Bible believing Christians throughout the ages, thus is one of the basic principles that will be held in our study of them.

The second principle that will be the basis for these studies is the view that the God who created the universe sees the future of the universe and mankind and that all of history is simply us moving forward towards that final destiny.

Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:-Isaiah 46:9-10

The Holy Scriptures teach that from before the foundation of the world God has prepared His kingdom (Matthew 25:34), known the prophets' blood would be shed (Luke 11:50), loved Jesus (John 17:24), chosen us (Ephesians 1:4), and finished His work (Hebrews 4:3). The Bible also states that, before the foundation of the world, Jesus has suffered (Hebrews 9:26), was foreordained to be the Lamb (I Peter 1:20), and to die (Revelation 13:8). It also states that the book of life has existed since the foundation of the world (Revelation 17:8).

Did the founding fathers believe this also? Elias Boudinot was the president of the Continental Congress in 1783. He put it simply. 

"No sooner had the great Creator of the heavens and the earth finished His almighty work, and pronounced all very good, but He set apart one day in seven for the commemoration of His inimitable power in producing all things out of nothing. The deliverance of the children of Israel from a state of bondage to an unreasonable tyrant was perpetuated in the Paschal lamb, and enjoining it on their posterity as an annual festival forever. The resurrection of the Savior of mankind is commemorated by keeping the first day of the week. Let us then, my friends and fellow citizens, unite all our endeavors this day to remember, with reverential gratitude to our Supreme Benefactor, all the wonderful things He has done for us, in our miraculous deliverance from a second Egypt, another house of bondage."

So here we see that the founding fathers understood that they knew that the ancient Jewish festivals given in the Old Testament were actually celebrating the coming of Jesus centuries before it took place. I would say that they knew God could see the future and that He let us know this in the Holy Bible.

Gilman Ostrander in his "The Evolutionary Outlook" states that the founding fathers had this view also. "The American nation had been founded by intellectuals who had accepted a worldview that was based upon Biblical authority as well as Newtonian science. They had assumed that God created the earth and all life upon it at the time of creation and had continued without change thereafter. Adam and Eve were God's final creations, and all of mankind had descended from them."

Unless someone should think that this viewpoint concerning our founding fathers be assumed to be perpetrated by only one side in this discussion, let me share with you the words of Fred Edwords, the executive director of the American Humanist Association: "All mentioned God, and not merely the clockwork God of deism, but a God actively involved in history. Their public religion harked back to the Old Testament with its view of America as the promised land. This was prevalent in many writings of the time." 

Based on statements such as this, and many others besides, I feel that it is safe to say that God does indeed see the end of time from the beginning and that the founding fathers knew that this was true. This is the second principle from which we will build.

The third basis for this discussion of the Christian history of our nation is the fact that, since the beginning of time, there has been a continuing battle between the forces of light and the forces of darkness for the souls of men.

When God created the physical universe, it was in a state that knew no evil and was totally good. 

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.-Genesis 1:31

It was Satan that first introduced mankind to the knowledge of evil that we are currently dealing with in our world.

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.-Genesis 3:5

 While, through this process, sin entered the world, God also provided a means of salvation from this evil.

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.-Genesis 3:15

Satan now knows that mankind will be saved from his evil influence through the actions of a man that will be born of a woman. One of the big pictures of the Old Testament is the devil's endeavor to kill the seed of the woman before He can overthrow Satan's rule of the earth. This is why Satan deceived Cain into killing Abel (Genesis 4). It is also why the devil inspired Joseph's brothers to try to kill him (Genesis 37), Pharaoh to kill all the baby boys in Israel (Exodus 1), Queen Athaliah to kill her own grandsons (II Kings 11), and King Herod to kill the babies in Bethlehem (Matthew 2). Most of the attacks that Satan launches against the nation of Israel are actually attempts to kill the Messiah before He can destroy the devil. Needless to say, through God's Providence, all of the devil's attacks against the coming Messiah fail miserably. The Holy Scriptures also reveal that, throughout human history, two religious systems have competed for the souls of men. One is the bride (Ephesians 5:31-32) called the church and the other is called Mystery Babylon (Revelation 17:1-5). While much is known of the church, little is known today about Mystery Babylon. The Scriptures, however, have much to say about this hideous religious counterfeit to God's church.

Its name tells us much in itself. It is a mysterious religious system that began in Babylon. According to the Greek historian Herodotus, all pagan religions can be traced directly back to Babylon. Keep in mind that Herodotus said this 400 years before the birth of Jesus Christ!

God chose the city Jerusalem, which was originally called Salem meaning "peace" (Genesis 14:18-19). Satan also chose the city of Babylon, which was first called Babel meaning "confusion" (Genesis 11:8-9). These two cities have been locked in mortal combat since the days of Genesis, and a simple glance at the Middle East today shows that this battle rages still, as Israel is now back in its homeland, and one of the major players opposing them is Sadam Hussein, who claims to be the reincarnation of King Nebuchanezzar, king of Babylon (Daniel 1).

Just as the Holy Scriptures have given us the doctrines of the church, so they also reveal to us the doctrines of Mystery Babylon. Indeed all false religious systems on the earth, in one facet or another, partake of her doctrines. Seven of these doctrines can be found in Genesis. The first 3 doctrines are to be found in Genesis 3.

1-"Yea, hath God said"-Questioning the word of God.

2-"Ye shall not surely die"-No final death and judgment.

3-"Ye shall be as gods"-Man can become God.

The 4th doctrine of Mystery Babylon is found in Genesis 4.

4-"Cain brought the fruit of the ground"-Works salvation.

The next two started at the building of the tower of Babel (Isaiah 47:12-13).

5-"sorceries"-All manner of white and black magic.

6-"pronosticators"-All manner of fortune telling.

The 7th is revealed to us by Jacob in Genesis 35:3-4.

7-"strange gods"-The worship of idols, or anything other than God.

Using these false doctrines, and many others, Mystery Babylon has continually endeavored to enslave the world for Satan. Every pagan religion in the world exhibits some, or all, of these doctrines in one way or another. The most dangerous side to this false religious system is its state-church concept. As revealed in Revelation 17, this great whore, or false religious system (Ezekiel 16) rides on the back of the beast or the nations of the world (Daniel 7). Bible believers have stood against this evil church-state system since Old Testament times (Daniel 3 and 6). Still today, as in the ages past, the forces of darkness continue to wage this deadly war for the control of the nations of the earth. 

When our Christian forefathers first came to America, it was to escape this false system of worship. The Pilgrims and Puritans, and many others to follow, came here to set up a Bible Commonwealth based solely on the truth of the Holy Scriptures, so there would be a land of freedom, safe from the many church-state systems in the world. With God's help, they succeeded. In 1787, during the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin appealed that those involved should begin each session with prayer because: 

"And have we now forgotten this powerful Friend? Or do we imagine we no longer need His assistance? The longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: 'that God governs in the affairs of men.' And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?"

On April 25, 1799, Dr. Jedediah Morse, minister and "the father of American geography" assessed the decision the country faced in his day, and faces still, two centuries later: 

"To the kindly influence of Christianity we owe that degree of civil freedom and political and social happiness which mankind now enjoys. In proportion as the genuine effects of Christianity are diminished in any nation, either through unbelief, or the corruption of its doctrines, or the neglect of its institutions; in the same proportion will the people of that nation recede from the blessings of genuine freedom, and approximate the miseries of complete despotism."

On Memorial Day in 1923, Vice-President Calvin Coolidge, who would be President in three months, called upon Americans to recall the motives of their Puritan forebears: 

"They were intent upon establishing a Christian commonwealth in accordance with the principle of self-government. They were an inspired body of men. It has been said that God sifted the nations that He might send choice grain into the wilderness....Who can fail to see in it the hand of destiny? Who can doubt that it has been guided by a Divine Providence?"

As you can see, the true facts of history are very different from much of the historical revisionism that we see today which endeavors to use every excuse to write God out of the history books. Together we will try to overcome Satan's deception in this area by going back to our nation's beginning to see what actually took place, and how God worked through His people to make America "the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

In fact there is another wonderful book on this subject called "The Rebirth of America", and it is offered, free of charge, from the Arthur S. DeMoss Foundation. All you have to do is call 1-800-321-1538 and request it. It is one of the best books I have seen on the subject. Please call and get a copy as we will be referring to this as our textbook as we study together. 

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Part 1-The Nations of the World

And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:-Acts 17:26-27

THE OLD TESTAMENT NATIONS

Before we can really discuss our own nation, we need to understand just what is God's definition of this word. The word nation appears in the Authorized King James Bible over 400 times, so God has quite a bit to say in this area. The first time this word appears is in Genesis 10. 

These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.-Genesis 10:32

Here we see that God divided mankind into nations after the flood, but the why and how of this is even more interesting. 

By these were the isles of Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations-Genesis 10:4 

The nations are divided, not by race or even location, but by the languages they speak. This makes perfect sense if you think about it. I have much more in common with American of another race than I have with a white man in Europe or elsewhere in the world. Here we see that nations are divided first and foremost by their languages and by the families they are born into. Keep in mind that, at the time of Noah and his sons, all the earth spoke one language. The reason God divided men into different tongues is explained in Genesis 11. God had told mankind to spread out over the earth and replenish it (Genesis 9). In rebellion, Nimrod (Genesis 10:8-10) led the people to build a city and a tower at Babel. God's response to this rebellion was swift. 

So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.-Genesis 11:8-9

The next time we hear nations mentioned as the first war begins to break out on this side of the flood. 

And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations; That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea.- Genesis 14:1-3

Nations have been at war ever since. Keeping in mind that all during this time Satan is trying to hunt down and kill the Messiah, we next see that God creates a set of circumstances (Genesis 37) that would bring one of Jesus' ancestors, Joseph to become the second-in-command of Egypt (Genesis 41). God then gives Egypt incredible wealth (Genesis 47), so that they can protect the family of the future Messiah (Genesis 46). At the proper time, God brings His people out of Egypt (Exodus 12), so that they may take their own place in the world as the nation of Israel. 

The Hebrew word for nations is "goee" which also appears in the Bible as the word "Gentiles" and "heathens" because all of our ancestors, under the influence of Mystery Babylon, turned to idol worship and away from the living God (Daniel 3). The nation of Israel is set apart as a special nation, as from it would come Jesus Christ (Genesis 18:18) through whom all the nations of the earth would be blessed. When she turns to idols (Ezekiel 8), she is scattered among the Gentile nations (II Chronicles 36), to be conquered by first one and then another of the Gentile kingdoms around her (Daniel 7). 

 

THE NEW TESTAMENT NATIONS

The situation that Jesus faces at His first coming is this. He lives in the nation of Israel which by then has been conquered by the Roman Empire, which was at that time the main headquarters for Mystery Babylon (Revelation 17:18). At the end of the Old Testament period, Jesus comes to save the world (John 1:1-5). The nation of Israel, for the most part, rejects Him and He pronounces judgement on them in.... 

Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. -Matthew 21:42-43

As Paul would say later, the gospel was first given to the Jews and then to the Gentiles. Jesus tells His disciples that nations and wars would continue until He returned (Matthew 24:6-7). He also tells them that, in spite of that, the gospel would be given to every nation before He returns (Matthew 28:19-20). Then He would return and judge all nations (Matthew 25:31-46). The important thing to notice here is that God has used the nations to bring His will forth on the earth, at precisely the time and place that He wanted them to be. 

The Greek word in the New Testament that is used for nations is "ethnos". It is translated "Gentiles" and "heathens" as the Old Testament Hebrew term "goee" is. We still use a form of this Greek term today when we speak of different "ethnic" groups of people. 

And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; -Acts 17:26

This verse explains that all the nations of the world appeared at the exact time and place that God wanted them to so as to bring about His perfect will on the earth. Since the time of Jesus' first coming, all the nations of the world have been taking their part in this grand plan, regardless of how godly or ungodly they may have actually been. 

For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. -Romans 9:17

Even when a nation is in total rebellion against God, as Egypt under the Exodus pharaoh was, God will still use that situation to bring forth glory for Him. I hope our nation will repent and turn back to God before this happens to us. 

After Jesus' first coming, the system called Mystery Babylon used the Roman Empire to try to destroy the church. However, the Roman Empire finally reaped what it sowed and was itself destroyed. Another stronghold of Mystery Babylon was in Egypt at this time. Mystery Babylon, with one foot in Rome and the other in Alexandria, where major revisions are made in the Holy Scriptures, would finally drive the church, and the entire western world, into the Dark Ages within a few centuries. 

When the state-church system of Rome began to form, one group that refused to bow to this new movement was the church of northern Italy. Having been formed around AD 120, this church, later to be called the Waldenses, would separate themselves from the church of Rome, taking with them their beloved Received Text in the Itala Bible. Many Waldenses would openly condemn the church leadership that had supplanted the Received Text of the Bible with the corrupt Alexandrian Text. At this point, the world is plunged into what we today call the Dark Ages. 

 

THE DARK AGES NATIONS

The Christian faith has already spread all the way to Britain long before the forming of the state-church system of Rome, so when the Pope sends men to evangelize Europe, they find churches are already well established and thriving. They also find them opposing the Alexandrian Texts because they already have the Received Text in their possession due to the work of earlier missionaries from groups such as the Waldensian churches of northern Italy. 

The heavy hand of the Roman Empire would reach out to destroy all earlier churches that were established there who would not agree with their new doctrines. Christian churches in Wales, Britain, northern Italy and many other parts of the world were destroyed if they dared oppose the church of Rome or if they preferred the Received Text to the Alexandrian Texts. Thus the world was hurled headlong into the period of time that we call the Dark Ages. This period was a great judgment against the Roman Empire for its continual opposition to the gospel of Jesus Christ Just as the nation Israel was judged by a Babylonian invasion (Habakkuk 1:1-7), so now the Roman Empire falls victim to the invading barbarians by AD 486. The hunter now becomes the hunted as the Dark Ages officially begins. 

In 1090, the church of Rome decided that they wanted to restore the city of Jerusalem that the empire of Rome had destroyed over 1,000 years before. By this time, the Moslems controlled the city so the Pope declared a series of wars, called the Crusades, to get the city back from the control of the Moslems. Many European noble men went to fight in the Crusades, and while traveling to and from the wars, they met many Waldenses, Ana-baptists, and other Christians who shared with them the Received Text as Dr. Peter Ruckman explains. 

"You see, until Martin Luther's time, there was no European recognition of the correct Bible text. It was traveling by "underground railroad" through Europe, being propagated by Lollards, Waldenses, Albigenses, Picards, Lyonists, Petrobrusians, Henricians, Berengarians, Bogomiles, Paulicians, Cathari, and Montanists."

Many of these noble men returned home with copies of the Received Text and raised questions concerning the Catholic Bibles that were based on the corrupt Alexandrian Text. The pressure from these questions became so great that in 1229, the Catholic Church actually outlawed the Bible for any but their own priesthood. Can you imagine? Those that claimed to be God's church actually forbid God's people from reading God's word. This event fulfilled yet another Bible prophecy where the prophet Amos tells us there would come a time of a famine of the word of God (Amos 8:11-12). 

 Man's thirst for God's word became so great that any who could, would try to seek out the Christians in the mountains just for a chance to see the word of God as revealed in the Received Text. The church of Rome responded to these people leaving their ranks in a swift and deadly way. In 1252 the Inquisition was initiated. Throughout Europe men, women, even children were stolen from their homes in the dead of night. They would be tortured to learn the location of their Christian brothers and sisters, or simply because they did not agree with the church of Rome. They would then be killed and their property given to the church. It became so bad that family members would betray one another to save their own lives, bringing to pass still another Bible prophecy (Mark 13:12). 

When the Inquisition reached its height, God provided a way of escape. In the 15th century, God began to open men's eyes to many new discoveries that would rock the world, and give His church a chance to flourish once again. This is also the fulfillment of Bible prophecy (Daniel 12:4). It is during this time that eastern Europe receives better access to the word of God as the Received Text is translated into Rumanian in the Tepl Bible. This is the beginning of a wondrous time as God begins to free Christian Europe from the clutches of Mystery Babylon, and the church once again begins to flourish as God had foretold in Isaiah 60. 

In fact, out of all of history, there are three events that take place which would change the world forever during this selfsame period of time. In 1456 Gutenberg prints his first Bibles in Germany. In 1492 Columbus discovers America. In 1517 Luther begins the Reformation. These three events changed the face of the world as we know, and yet, out of all of history, God saw fit to have these three take place within the same generation. 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. -Psalms 90:10

Again let me emphasize what we mentioned earlier. God sets the boundaries and the timing for all nations. Here is one of the best examples I know of showing this scripture in action. 

 

THE BATTLE FOR THE BIBLE

The battle between the church and Mystery Babylon has raged since the beginning of time. Of all of the myriad doctrines of Mystery Babylon, there are three that make the basis on which all the others thrive. This three doctrines are given in Genesis 3.

 Her first doctrine "Yea, hath God said?" is a direct assault against the Holy Scriptures and their author, the Holy Ghost. Satan has spent the past few millennia continuing this battle of the Bible. By AD 100, the Bible is written and sealed. However that was nearly 2,000 years ago. What's happened to the Bible since then? We have hundreds of books today, each of which claims to be the word of God, but which one is the real one? The devil has tried to destroy the word of God. When that didn't work, he tried to make people disregard it, and when that didn't work, he has tried to lose it in a flood of corrupt copies and, in some cases, outright lies. In spite of all of this God's word has survived and, as Jesus said, "Heaven and Earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away!". 

The last chapter of the last book of the last testament of the word of God was sealed with a curse for any that would add to or take away from the Holy Scriptures (Revelation 22:16-21). 

These words were penned by the Apostle John. John would be imprisoned on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9) for his strong stand for God, but would later be released and return to the church at Ephesus where he would oversee the gathering together of the 27 books of the New Testament. When the New Testament canon is established, the churches at Ephesus and Antioch (Acts 11:19-26) begin to make faithful copies of these Bibles, sending them out with their missionaries to all parts of the earth so that the world might know that the Messiah, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, had come to purchase the salvation of all mankind with His own blood. This then becomes the Received Text of the church. 

At about this time, The Roman Emperor Domitian's rule ends in AD 108. Trajan is the next emperor of Rome. It is Trajan that begins the practice of throwing Christians to the lions. While this is happening in Rome, the church at Antioch is translating the Received Text into Syrian. This version, known as the Peshitta, would later be called the Queen of Versions. The church also creates the Old Latin version of the Received Text during this time for the churches started in Rome and northern Italy. 

At this time, Emperor Adrian would replace Trajan and continue his bloody attacks, sending thousands of Christians to their death. 

As Jesus Christ and the apostles warned, wolves are also slipping into the church to corrupt the word of God. Irenaeus, an early church leader, notes this in the second century AD. 

"Wherefore also Marcion and his followers have betaken themselves to mutilating the Scriptures, not acknowledging some books at all, and curtailing the gospel according to Luke and the Epistles of Paul, they assert that these alone are authentic which they themselves have shortened."

Some of the early church missionaries would travel south to the city of Alexandria in Egypt. Here they would encounter many other religious groups, such as the Arians and the Gnostics. The church had been warned of such groups by the Apostle John and many other of the early church leaders (I John 2:18-19). They would also come into contact with the religious school there. At that point in time, the school was under the leadership of a man named Origen. This man would ultimately do a major revision work on the New Testament, changing many of the scriptures to better suit the Greek doctrines prevalent at that time.

So it is that by the year AD 230, there are two completely different versions of the Holy Bible. One was given by God in Israel. The other is a corrupt copy made in Alexandria, Egypt. 

So from this point in history, we find that we have two completely different lines of text for the word of God. The original word was made up of the Hebrew text of the Old Testament and the Greek text of the New Testament. We also have a line of corrupt copies made up of the Greek Old Testament and the Origen New Testament, both of which have their beginnings in the pagan schools of Alexandria in the land of Egypt. 

In AD 350 the people of Germany are given the Bible in their own language when the Received Text is translated into German in the Gothic Bible. In AD 400, the people of Armenia are given the word of God when the Received Text is translated into their language in the Armenian Bible. The people of Russia are given the Holy Scriptures around AD 440 in the Georgian Bible. The children of Ishmael, long-time enemies of the nation of Israel, are given the word of God as the Received Text is translated in their language in the Arabic Bible in AD 650. The people of Russia also are given the gospel in the Slavic Bible in AD 800. So, even here, God's word goes forth even as the Roman Empire falls under the judgment of God and the Dark Ages begin. 

In the 15th century, God began to open men's eyes to many new discoveries that would rock the world, and give His church a chance to flourish once again. This is also the fulfillment of Bible prophecy (Daniel 12:4). It is during this time that eastern Europe receives better access to the word of God as the Received Text is translated into the Rumanian language in the Tepl Bible.

Just as Daniel had foretold knowledge in many areas of life began to explode beginning with a man in Germany named Gutenberg. This man was given a dream from God, which showed him a marvelous device. It was the world's first printing press and Gutenberg followed God's instructions and began printing Bibles for the people in 1456. 

Suddenly the word of God begins to take Europe by storm. The Received Text is translated into the language of Holland in 1523, Denmark in 1524, Iceland in 1540, Hungary in 1541, Finland in 1548, Poland in 1551, Croatia in 1563, and Yugoslavia in 1584.

Only eternity will tell how many souls will be in heaven as the word of God literally floods these nations. 

 

THE BATTLE OF THE CHURCH

Following the death of Jesus Christ, Satan launches a prolonged and vicious attack against the church. The first of the saints to fall is one of the first deacons named Stephen (Acts 7:59-60). Stephen's death is closely followed by the murder of one of the original twelve apostles, James, the brother of John (Acts 12:1-2). Thus began a trail of blood that would stretch throughout the centuries to come. The city of Jerusalem is destroyed by the Roman legions in AD 70 and, by the time of the writing of the book or Revelation, the persecution of the church is in full swing. This situation is graphically shown in the letter to the church at Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11). 

Nero, who had the Apostle Paul beheaded, was the first of ten Roman emperors who endeavored to stamp out the early Christian church. It was also Nero who would have the city of Rome burned and blame this terrible act on the church. Thus the first wave of the Roman killing of Christians began. Nero would die in AD 67, the same year that he had Paul murdered. 

Nero would be replaced by emperor Domitian. It is Domitian who has the city of Jerusalem destroyed. He also has everyone in the family of David killed to stop future uprisings. It is also during this time that the Apostle John is exiled to Patmos. The city of Jerusalem was destroyed by the legions of Rome in AD 70. Three years later, the last Jewish stronghold called Masada, also fell to the Roman army. Domitian also had Paul's student Timothy beaten to death with clubs. It is during this period that, under the leadership of the Apostle John, the church compiles the New Testament. Dr. Otis Fuller gives some wonderful details to the compilation of the New Testament texts. 

"The last of the apostles to pass away was John. His death is usually placed about AD 100. In his closing days he cooperated in the collecting and forming of those writings we call the New Testament. An ordinary careful reading of Acts, chapter 15, will prove the scrupulous care with which the early church guarded her sacred writings. While John lived, heresy could make no serious headway." 

In AD 162 Marcus Aurelius become emperor. By his order, Polycarp and Justin are martyred. It is during this time that the practice begins of sewing Christians into nets and throwing them to wild bulls. Following Marcus, Severus takes the throne, ruling for forty years persecuting the church with great zeal. 

Emperor Maximus comes to the throne in AD 235. He developed the Circus Maximus which was a series of annual events in which Maximus entertained his subjects by killing Christians. Fifty Christians would be thrown to the lions at one time while the Romans watched and cheered. 

Maximus was followed by emperor Decius in AD 249. A Christian brother by the name of Julian is the most famous martyr of this period. Upon refusing to bow to Rome's gods, Julian is placed in a large leather bag with serpents and scorpions. The bag is then thrown into the sea. 

The rule of Valerian begins in AD 257. Christian persecution worsens. In one case, 300 Christians are rounded up. They are commanded to sacrifice to Jupiter. When they refuse, they are suffocated one at a time until all are dead. 

The last Roman emperor of this period is Diocletian. When this ruler learned that there were Christians in his army, he had over 6,000 of them brought to one place. When they refuse to worship Rome's idol, he has 600 of them killed. When they refuse the second time, he has another 600 murdered. On the third refusal, Diocletian orders his legions to kill all the rest, and orders the destruction of their homes and families also. 

With over two hundred years of bloody persecution, Mystery Babylon could not stop God's church from growing and spreading the gospel. However, with the death of emperor Diocletian, the Roman empire itself splits apart. As if to say He had seen enough, God destroyed this world-ruling state-church system that has for so long stood against His church. It was also at this point that Satan pulled off one of his greatest schemes. As the old saying goes, "If you can't beat them, join them!". The devil realizes that he cannot destroy the church, so he has his people try to become part of it to destroy it from within. 

By AD 312, the Roman Empire is full of warring factions, each trying to take all of the world for themselves. There are two major generals who try to bring Rome back together and restore the empire. One is called Galerius and the other Constantine. They battled bitterly for the throne. Galerius held the city of Rome. Constantine led his armies to take the city away from Galerius. Just before the final battle, Constantine has a vision that he says is from God. His troops win the battle and Constantine is declared the new emperor of Rome. He tells his troops that God has given him a special mission. He has his troops baptized and declares to them that they are now all Christians. He takes for himself the title "Pontifus Maximus". His first official act is to pass the edict of Milan. It declares that the official religion of Rome is now Christianity and gives freedom of religion to all. The first major period of church persecution has now officially ended. 

With freedom of religion in Rome comes a new and perhaps more deadly enemy to the faith as the Alexandrian texts are introduced to the church at Rome. Now the church must fight a new, and more deadly battle as the influences of the ancient system called Mystery Babylon (Revelation 17) find their way into the New Testament church and the Dark Ages commence. 

It would be many years later in Germany when one of the newly-circulated Bibles would reach the hands of a young German priest named Martin Luther. His love of God made him read this forbidden book and he found a passage that changed his life forever (Romans 1:17). Martin Luther, years later, would ultimately reject the Alexandrian Text of the Roman Catholic Church and translate the Received Text into German in the Luther Bible. Thus yet another language group would receive the true word of God. The very fierceness of the battle between light and darkness becomes so great, that God Himself provides a way of escape.

 

THE STATE-CHURCH SYSTEM

As the pagan empire of Rome joins itself to the New Testament church, those who refuse to compromise the doctrines that are taught in the word of God find themselves once again the enemies of the state, as more and more new doctrines come from the newly formed state-church. The Lutheran church historian Mosheim gives a good description of difference between the church as set up by Christ and the new state-church that is developed in the centuries following this period. 

"All the churches in those primitive times were independent bodies, or none of them subject to the jurisdiction of any other. For though the churches which were founded by the Apostles themselves frequently had the honor shown them to be consulted in doubtful cases, yet they had no judicial authority, no control, no power of giving laws. On the contrary all had equal rights, and were in all respects on a footing of equality." 

The religious system known as Mystery Babylon has long had the pagan Roman Empire in tow, and now she uses her power to bring her doctrines into the very church that Jesus has built (Matthew 16:18). Those who remain loyal to Christ and the Scriptures quickly find themselves on the outside looking in, as J.M. Carroll so aptly describes.

"The course followed by the loyal churches soon, of course incurred the hot displeasure of the state religionists. Many, if not most of whom, were not genuine Christians. The name 'Christian', however, was from now on denied those loyal churches who refused to accept these new errors. They were robbed of that, and called by many other names, sometimes by one and sometimes by another; Montanist, Tertullianists, Novationists, Paterines, etc., and some at least because of their practice of rebaptizing those who were baptized in infancy, were referred to as Anabaptists. AD 426, just ten years after the legal establishment of infant baptism, the awful period known as the 'Dark Ages' had its beginning." 

Through a series of maneuvers, many of the doctrines that were started by Mystery Babylon at the tower of Babel are slowly introduced into the New Testament church. "Yea, hath God said?" takes the Received Text of the church and replaces it with the Alexandrian Text. "Ye shall not surely die" is seen in many doctrines, such as purgatory. "Ye shall be as gods" can be seen through the worship of Mary and the saints. After all, was not the Roman Caesar a god also? A complex system of works salvation replaces the simple gospel of Jesus Christ, and puts an extremely heavy burden on the people (Luke 11:46). Idolatry leaves the temples of Rome only to be brought into the house of God, as the church is slowly infiltrated by the great harlot known as Mystery Babylon (Revelation 17:17-18). 

When the state-church of Rome began to form, one group that refused to bow to this new movement was the church of northern Italy. Having been formed around AD 120, this church, later to be called the Waldenses, would separate themselves from the church of Rome, taking with them their beloved Received Text in the Itala Bible. Many Waldenses would openly condemn the church leadership that had supplanted the Received Text of the Bible with the corrupt Alexandrian Text.

The Christian faith has already spread all the way to Britain long before the forming of the church of Rome, so when the Pope sends men to evangelize Europe, they find churches are already well established and thriving. They also find them opposing the Alexandrian Texts because they already have the Received Text in their possession due to this selfsame work of earlier missionaries from groups such as the Waldensian churches of northern Italy. According to the church historian Dr. Von Dobshutz: 

"Pope Gregory sent one of his monks to England, and this monk, took with him the Bible and introduced it to the Anglo-Saxons, and one of his followers brought with him from Rome pictures showing the Biblical history, and decorated the walls of the church in the monastery of Wearmouth. We do not enter here into the difficult questions of the relations between this newly founded Anglo-Saxon church and the old Iro-Scottish church. Differences of the Bible text had something to do with the pitiful struggles which arose between the churches and ended in the devastation of the older one."

The Catholic church splits in 1056 over the question of the authority of the Bible, and in 1229, the Roman Catholic Church outlaws the Bible for any but their own priesthood. Those that claimed to be God's church actually forbid God's people from reading God's word. This event fulfilled yet another Bible prophecy where the prophet Amos tells us there would come a time of a famine of the word of God (Amos 8:11-12). 

In 1252 the Inquisition is initiated. The purpose of the Inquisition was to wipe out all heretics. A heretic is anyone who does not totally agree with the doctrine of the Catholic church. This bloody attempt to stamp out God's people went on for over 400 years. When it was done over 50 million people, many Ana-baptists and even Catholics themselves, were killed. When the Inquisition reached its height, God provided a way of escape. 

 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS-1

At about this time in Italy, a young man had a revelation from God concerning the nature of the earth itself, based on a verse found in Isaiah 40:22. The man who believed this verse was Christopher Columbus. The pope in Rome had declared that the world was flat, so Columbus had to leave Italy and go to Spain for support for his project. His plan was to sail to the west, go around the world and land on the east Asian coast. In 1492, he set sail from the south of Spain and, after many long weeks, his ships sighted land. Thinking that he had reached India, Columbus named the natives that he found there Indian, which they are still called to this day. He had actually landed on an island off the coast of North America. He named the island "El Salvador" which means the Saviour. 

Christopher Columbus has changed the world in a way that few other people in history have. However, contrary to popular belief, it is not because he discovered America. European Christians, under the leadership of Brendan, the Navigator, were in America as early as AD 600, and almost everyone has heard of Leif Ericson who came to North America around the year 1000. 

Around 1400 there was a ship's captain named Stephen who traded along the western coast of Africa and Europe. On one of his return trips to Europe, he picked up a passenger who was an old missionary, returning home for the last time. As they neared the missionary's homeland, an unusual thing happened. The old man stated "There are people out there who need Jesus." What made this unusual was the fact that, as he said this, he pointed his hand not east towards his homeland, but west toward the open expanse of the Atlantic ocean. This event was so shocking that Stephen would never forget it. He returned home to relate this story to his son and grandson. The grandson was so effected by the story that he would name his son "Christ-bringer" or Christopher as it was said in those days. Thus Christopher Columbus, from his childhood, learned he story of his great-grandfather Stephen and the missionary.

Many years later, this same man would stand up to the scientific community and the established church of his day because he had reached a conclusion based, not on the current evidence available in his day, but on a single verse he had found in the Bible. I will now allow this young man to speak for himself. 

"I am a most unworthy sinner, but I have cried out to the Lord for grace and mercy, and they have covered me completely. I have found the sweetest consolation since I made it my whole purpose to enjoy His marvelous presence. For the execution of the journey to the Indies, I did not make use of intelligence, mathematics, or maps. It is simply the fulfillment of what Isaiah prophesied."

Now Christopher Columbus would never complete the journey he set out on, but later Magellan would. In spite of the vast weight of the scholars, scientists, theologians, and evidence standing against him. He simply clung to one verse in God's word. 

It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: -Isaiah 40:22

Using that verse, Christopher Columbus would change the world forever. God used this verse to guide him to the new world in 1492. When Columbus reached the new world, he would even named the natives he found there Indians because he thought he had actually reached the East Indies. It was Columbus' wish to bring the natives to Christ, but in time, he would be overcome by an influence that has destroyed many people. 

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. -I Timothy 6:10

Columbus would indeed fall victim to greed and pride, and would spend the last years of his life a broken and defeated man. This shows us what can happen to a man who replaces his love of God with the love of money. His last years were a far cry from his early ones when he began the log he kept of that faithful trip to the new world with the following words. 

"In the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, praise be to God! My enterprise is in God's hands. All the indications of land come from the west, where I trust Almighty God, in whose hands are all victories, will soon deliver us to land. Therefore let the king and queen, our princes and their happy kingdoms, and all the other provinces of Christendom, render thanks to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who has granted us so great a victory and such prosperity."

 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND THE NEW WORLD

As the Reformation begins, thousands of people leave the church of Rome to gather themselves around anyone who might stand up to the catholic church and had some knowledge of the word of God. This was the official end of the Dark Ages, as foretold in the Bible. 

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.-Isaiah 60:1-5

One of the Christians who would stand up to the church was William Tyndale. He was the first man to translate the New Testament into English. He uses for his source texts not the corrupt Alexandrian Text, but the Received Text for his English Bible. He did this in 1524 and the pope in Rome put out a reward for Tyndale's capture. He was finally caught in 1536, and was burned at the stake for daring to get the Received Text back into the hands of God's people. 

One group, called the Puritans lived in England and petitioned King James to have the entire Bible translated into English. The king agreed and chose scholars from all over England. This group of scholars, like Tyndale and others, would totally reject the Alexandrian line of Text and chose the Received Text as the basis for their Bible. It was this text that would finally become known as the Authorized King James Version of the Bible, which was finished in 1611. 

By this time, the word of religious freedom in England had reached Europe. Many small, persecuted groups of Christians fled to England. However things in England soon turned against these groups. As Dr. J. M. Carroll explains.

"During all the seventeenth century, persecutions for Waldenses, Ana-Baptists, and Baptists continued to be desperately severe in England by the Church of England, as John Bunyan and many others could testify; in Germany by the Lutherans; in Scotland by the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian); in Italy, in France, and in every other place where the papacy was in power by the Catholics. There is now no peace anywhere for those who are not in agreement with the state churches, or some one of them."

With their backs now to the Atlantic Ocean, the people of God had only one more place to flee to and that was America. The Pilgrims and the Puritans, closely followed by the Baptists, all booked passage on ships to the New World, preferring its unknown dangers to the persecutions all around them. As the church re-located to America, it brought with it their beloved Received Text, using it as the basis for a new form of government never before seen on earth, the Bible Commonwealth. 

As the church sets its roots down in America, the greatest missionary period in all history begins. This is also the fulfillment of yet another Bible prophecy (Isaiah 60:8-9). This prophecy may well be one of the most significant as it relates to American history. Who are these that fly as a cloud? It is in America that the Wright Brothers would invent the airplane. In prophecy "isles" were any land other than Asia, Africa, and Europe, which today we call the Old World. Another amazing part of this prophecy is the mention of the "ships of Tarshish first". Tarshish was the old name for the south of Spain. It was indeed from this area that Columbus and his ships first set out to discover the New World. It was also from the New World that Columbus and other explorers returned with gold, silver, and sons from afar, native Americans. It also tells us here why the natives were brought back. While evil men may have had other intention, it was God's intention that they could come to know the name of the Lord so that they might be saved. 

It is to the New World that the church did flee to escape the clutches of Mystery Babylon. America becomes a truly Christian nation. One of the first things the new settlers do is to set up schools so that their children can learn to read the Scriptures. Within a few decades, great universities would spring up, such as Yale and Harvard, to train young men to become missionaries to carry the Holy Scriptures into the far reaches of the New World and back into the Old World to win them both for Christ. Great revivals sweep the young nation, as the people draw closer to their God. Satan is truly enraged, but is able to do little to stem the tide of world evangelism, at least for now. 

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Part 2-The American Colonies

Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. -Psalms 127:1

COLONIZATION BEGINS

As we had mentioned earlier, the Spanish, thanks to Christopher Columbus, were the first to set up colonies in the new world in the 16th century, concentrating mostly on the search for gold in Central and South America. Following their example, the French would also begin exploring, going much further north and trying to find a waterway through the Hudson River area of Canada. English exploration was limited until 1585, when Sir Walter Raleigh tried to set up a colony in North America unsuccessfully. In 1588 the Spanish Armada was defeated by England and this opened the Atlantic Ocean for English exploration to truly begin. 

The first permanent settlement was attempted when a group who called themselves the Virginia Company petitioned King James I for permission to colonize the new world. The king's response was direct and to the point that the purpose of this colony was to be for the.... 

"propagating of the Christian religion to such people as yet live in darkness and miserable ignorance of the true knowledge and worship of God, and may in time bring the infidels and savages, living in these parts, to human civility and to a settled and quiet government."

Thus the first English settlement in the new world was for a specific purpose, for the spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ. In 1607 the Jamestown settlement was begun. The first English clergyman to claim North America for Jesus Christ was Robert Hunt, the pastor in charge of this settlement. A direct descendant of Robert Hunt is Pat Robertson, who has set up a massive Christian complex in this same part of eastern America today. Robert Hunt died in 1609, giving his life for the spread of the gospel of Christ in America. His memorial tells best of the sentiments of his fellow colonists and also of how this Christian lived and served his Lord. 

"He was an honest, religious and courageous Divine; he preferred the service of God to every thought of ease at home. He endured every privation, yet none ever heard him repine. During his life, our factions were oft healed and our greatest extremities so comforted that they seemed easy in comparison with what we endured after his memorable death. We all received from him the Holy Communion together as a pledge of reconciliation, for we all loved him for his exceeding goodness. He planted the first Protestant church in America, and laid down his life in the foundation of Virginia."

The Virginia Company widely advertised Jamestown as a chance for men to spread the gospel in able to obtain help for this project. The method most widely used was the printing press. One such printing, called "A True and Sincere Declaration" reads as follows. 

"Our principal and main ends were first to preach and baptize into Christian religion, and by propagation of the Gospel, to recover out of the arms of the Devil, a number of poor and miserable souls, wrapt up unto death in almost invincible ignorance; to endeavor the fulfilling and accomplishment of the number of the elect which shall be gathered from out all corners of the earth; and to add our mite to the treasury of Heaven."

In spite of the beautiful picture painted by the Virginia Company, however, the real reason for this venture was soon to come to light as three satanic strongholds were brought into the American colonies by the real motives for the Virginia Company's desire to colonize America. The first of these are described in.... 

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. -I Timothy 6:10

The stories of gold in America were the true driving force behind the founding of the Jamestown colony. Thus this spiritual stronghold would become a bitter enemy of the gospel early on in the colonization of America, just as it had with the Spanish in the south and with the French in the north. The love of money is still the major force opposing the love of God in America today. 

For this reason, God would not allow Jamestown to prosper, but instead their early years are filled with hunger, privation, wars, plagues, and even cannibalism. It mattered not how many men the Virginia Company sent from England, within a short time half their number would die, as planting, building, and the spread of the gospel took a back seat to the neverending search for gold. Finally, in 1610, the few colonists left decide to give up and return home to England, they are suddenly rescued as a new shipload of colonists, including several ministers of the gospel arrived to save the day. Colonist William Crashaw tells of the sudden turn of events that saved this colony. 

"If God had not sent Sir Thomas Gates from the Bermudas within four days they had all been famished. If God had not directed the heart of that worthy Knight to save the fort from fire. If they had set sail sooner. 'Brachium Domini':this was the arm of the Lord of Hosts!"

However, even with God giving them such a wondrous miracle to preserve them in the new world, the love of money continued to plague them until, in 1619, a second stronghold of Mystery Babylon was introduced into the Jamestown colony. This particular problem is listed with much of the merchandise that this evil system has made use of down through the ages. 

And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. -Revelation 18:13

In 1619 a Dutch sailing ship docked at Jamestown and traded slaves, freshly stolen from Africa, for some needed provisions. The stronghold of slavery would take such a power over America, that over two hundred years later, thousands would die in the Civil War that finally had to be fought to free the black Americans from this evil system. 

It is also in 1619 that the third stronghold of Mystery Babylon finds its way into this early American colony. It is in this year that tobacco cultivation began as a new cash crop for Jamestown. Thus addiction now becomes a part of American life and addictions of all kinds still enslave millions of Americans today. It matters not what substance you abuse, the results are always the same and tragic for all who fall victim to it, as the Apostle Paul explains in.... 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. -I Corinthians 6:19-20

This cash crop became such a success for Jamestown that it soon replaced gold as the major impediment for the spread of the gospel in the new world. A good example of this is found in a discussion that took place in 1622 between James Blair the president of the newly founded William and Mary College and General Edward Seymour concerning the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ in the colony. When Blair mentioned that the colonies of Virginia had many souls that needed to be saved, Seymour responded simply, "Souls? Damn your souls! Make tobacco!" God is just however. The Virginia Company would finally go bankrupt after all its efforts to make merchandise of the gospel. 

Thus the first English colony in America, like all the others who colonized before it, had two spiritual forces battling within its midst. The love of God wars with the love of money, which is now joined by her two sisters slavery and addiction. 

America still staggers under this same battle today. Pray that the love of God will once again take the precedence that it had in the earlier days of our nation.

 

THE PLYMOUTH COLONY

As we take this time to follow the history of our Christian American forefathers, I can't help but note the key difference between the two early English colonies, Jamestown given to the love of money, and Plymouth based upon the love of God. 

At the time that the Jamestown colony was just beginning in America, two groups were striving to cleanse the Church of England of many of the Mystery Babylon doctrines that had infiltrated the body of Christ in this part of the world. One of the groups that were dedicated to purifying the Church of England were called the Puritans. Another group that had given up on this idea and decided to become one of an ever-increasing number of Separatists movements of the day, leaving the Church of England altogether was called the Pilgrims. 

In 1606 the Pilgrims were first formed under the leadership of William Brewster in Scrooby, England. As more people left the Church of England, the clergy appealed for King James to do something to stop this growing problem. He would finally reply to this request in the following manner. 

"Let it be known that I, King James I of England and her sovereign lands, in the year of our Lord 1608, do hereby condemn those separatists who refuse to adhere to the ritual and discipline of the Church of England. Let them take heed: I will make them conform, or else I will force them out of the land, or do worse!"

Here again, we see the distinct difference between the gospel of Jesus Christ and the church-state oppression of Mystery Babylon. Based on this action, the Pilgrims moved from England to Holland. Some years later, William Bradford would describe this time and the decisions they faced. 

"It is well known unto the Godly and judicious, since the first breaking out of the light of the Gospel in our honorable nation of England, what wars and oppositions ever since, Satan hath raised, maintained and continued against the saints. Sometime by bloody death and cruel torments, otherwise imprisonments, banishments and other hard usages, as being loathe that his kingdom should go down, the truth prevail, and the churches of God revert to their ancient purity and recover their primitive order, liberty, and beauty."

At this point in time, Pastor John Robinson, along with other leaders, discussed the possibility of moving to America, but the horror stories of what was happening at that time in Jamestown made them decide against such action. However, as time passed, the Holy Scriptures that they had taken their name from began to exert its influence more and more into their lives. 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

-I Peter 2:11-12

It would be Pastor John Robinson who would articulate the growing desire among this small band of Christians. "Now as the people of God in old time were called out of Babylon civil, the place of their bodily bondage, and were to come to Jerusalem, and there to build the Lord's temple, or tabernacle, so are the people of God now to go out of Babylon spiritual to Jerusalem and to build themselves as lively stones into a spiritual house, or temple, for the Lord to dwell in."

It would be some years later that the Pilgrims, after much prayer and soul-searching, came to the conclusion that God wanted them to be used as a "stepping-stone for others, in the carrying forth of the gospel of Christ to remote parts of the world".

At this point, they contacted the Virginia Company in England and one hundred and two of the Pilgrims left in 1620 to start a settlement in America. After many weeks of extreme hardship and storms, the ship called the Mayflower arrived far north of their destination. When this was realized, the Pilgrims, now under the leadership of William Bradford, formulated the Mayflower compact which would be the basis for the government of this new colony. 

"Having undertaken, for the glory of God, and the advancement of the Christian faith and honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia, do by these present solemnly and mutually in the presence of God, and one another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic; for our better ordering, preservation, and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the colony: unto which we promise all due submission and obedience."

Many years later, William Bradford, who would become governor of the Plymouth colony, would write the definitive history of their experiences entitled "Of Plymouth Plantation". Speaking of the many hardships that they would face during these early colonial days, he stated, "But these things did not dismay them (though they sometimes trouble them) for their desires were set on the ways of God, and to enjoy His ordinances; but they rested on His Providence and knew whom they had believed."

Indeed it was the faith of these early founding fathers that would light a torch that would someday shine around the earth. In spite of their hardships, they would be remembered as an example of what true Christian faith is about. The Apostle Paul said it best. 

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. -Hebrews 11:13-16

The Pilgrims reached Plymouth in November of 1620. In those days, there was a mistaken belief in England that the seasons were reversed in the New World. Because of this, the Pilgrims left in August, believing that they would reach the New World in the spring. Instead, they arrived just as winter was about to begin.

As soon as they landed, they began to build shelters against the coming winter. Weakened by their long voyage, sickness began to take its toll. By December, many began to die from pneumonia and consumption. 

"The Pilgrims started dying. There were six dead in December, eight in January. They were falling like casualties on a battlefield. And in a sense, that is what they were: locked in a life-or-death struggle with Satan himself. For this was the first time that the Light of Christ had landed in force on this continent, and if he did not throw them back into the sea at the beginning, there would be reinforcements." 

The situation soon went from bad to worse. By the time that spring finally did arrive, of the one hundred and two Pilgrims that had set out on the voyage, only fifty five were still alive.

One day in March, 1621 an Indian walked into their compound, approached the Pilgrims, and addressed them in perfect English. As the startled settlers soon learned, his name was Samoset and he was the chief of the Agoquins tribe. He had learned English from the various sea captains that his tribe had traded with over the years. He told the Pilgrims of the Patuxets, a fierce tribe that had lived for many years on the land that the Pilgrims now occupied. The Patuxets had been wiped out by a plague shortly before the Pilgrims had come. After a short visit, Samoset left promising to return soon. 

A week later, Samoset would return with another Indian. This Indian was the sole survivor of the Patuxets and his name was Squanto. Squanto had also worked years earlier with Captain John Smith from the Jamestown settlement. Squanto was later enslaved and taken to England by Captain George Weymouth. While in England, Squanto had stayed with a group of friars, who had taught him the English language and the Christian faith. It was while Squanto was in England that his tribe was destroyed by the plague. Finally he returned to Plymouth where he then lived with the Wampanoag tribe, heartbroken over the loss of his people.

When Squanto learned from Samoset about the Pilgrims, he decided that God had given him a new family, and stayed with the Pilgrims, teaching them the ways of hunting, fishing, and farming in the New World. With the help of this godsend, the Pilgrims began to flourish at Plymouth, and finally in November, 1621, one year after their arrival, they invited the Wampanoags to a great feast, giving thanks to God for their preservation in this, their new home. We still celebrate this feast today in our holiday, Thanksgiving.

The goal of the Pilgrims was to leave behind the state-church system in England, and return to the New Testament Christianity found in the Bible. Thus they would be the first step in the Bible Commonwealth, a society free of the influence of Mystery Babylon that held sway over much of Europe. Thus the second permanent English settlement in America, Plymouth, was based on the love of God, as opposed to the first settlement, Jamestown, which was based on the love of money. These two powerful forces still contend for the souls of men in America today. 

 

THE PURITANS

On June 11, 1630, John Winthrop, leader of a group of Puritans aboard a ship called the Arbella put pen to paper and characterized the bond between them. He titled it "A Model of Christian Charity".

"This love among Christians is a real thing. We are a company, professing ourselves fellow members of Christ, and thus we ought to account ourselves knit together by this bond of love. Thus stands the cause between God and us: we are entered into covenant with Him for this work. We have taken out a Commission; the Lord hath given us leave to draw our own articles. Now the only way to avoid shipwreck and to provide for our posterity, is to follow the counsel of Micah: to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God. For this end we must knit together in this work as one man. So shall we keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

The Puritans were at the same time similar to and different from their Pilgrim brethren. The Pilgrims, if you remember, had given up on the church of England and had come to America to live as the early church, free from the influence of Mystery Babylon in Europe. The Puritans, on the other hand, had determined to come to America and establish a purified church of England. Thus their methods would be quite different. For instance, within a few years of their arrival, they would establish Harvard and other schools for the express purpose of training ministers of the gospel. You must admit, this is indeed a far cry from what those schools are about today, yet another sign of our nation's turning away from the true God of heaven. 

Puritan minister Increase Mather was born on June 21, 1639. When King Charles II of England demanded the return of the Massachusetts charter in 1683, this American statesman and president of Harvard carefully prepared the following reply.

"To submit and resign their charter would be inconsistent with the main end of their fathers' come to New England. Although resistance would provoke great sufferings, it is better to suffer than sin. Let them put their trust in the God of their fathers, which is better than to put confidence in princes. And if they suffer, because they dare not comply with the wills of men against the will of God, they suffer in a good cause."

It is clear to see where the revolutionary spirit of our forefathers first found root in America. These were men committed to living for God or dying in the effort. Pray that God would raise up another generation of such men and women today. 

John Winthrop, who would one day be governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, concluded his landmark document, A Model of Christian Charity, with this encouragement: "We shall find that the God of Israel is among us, when ten of us shall be able to resist a thousand of our enemies, when He shall make us a praise and glory, that men of succeeding plantations shall say, 'The Lord make it like that of New England.' For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill."

Here, clearly again, we see our ancestors clear vision of their coming to America, not so much to set up a new secular state, but to set up a Bible Commonwealth, a nation given totally to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, with liberty and justice for all! 

Puritan leader Roger Sherman helped to write the Declaration of Independence and served in the United States Congress. His tombstone reads as follows. "He ever adorned the profession of Christianity which he made in youth; and, distinguished through life for public usefulness, died in the prospect of a blessed mortality."

Time and again we see the witness of these people coming down to us from the ages past. They were a people totally given to the worship of their God. Edward Johnson described the first Puritan church in America as follows, 

"Although the number of the faithful people of Christ were but few, yet their longing desire to gather into a church was very great. Having fasted and prayed with humble acknowledgment of their own unworthiness to be called of Christ to so worthy a work, they joined together in a holy Covenant with the Lord and with one another, promising by the Lord's assistance to walk together in exhorting, admonishing and rebuking one another, and to cleave to the Lord with a full purpose of heart."

These were truly a people given into a covenant with their God. Pray that we will return one day as a nation to the God that we, as a nation, have forsaken.

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Part 3-The American Revolution

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. -Psalms 9:17

 

THE GREAT AWAKENING

During the early 17th century, many Bible believers fled Europe to escape the growing stronghold that Mystery Babylon had established there. Pilgrims, Puritans, Baptists, Quakers, and many other groups came to the New World in search of religious freedom from the many state church systems of the Old World. Those who came to America because of their love of God were blessed in their endeavors as the new American colonies began to grow. When the children of these immigrants began to reach adulthood, a new danger loomed for Christian America. As the puritan leader, Cotton Mather, so aptly put it, "Religion begat prosperity, and the daughter ate the mother!". 

 

Remember that God had started our great nation with two English colonies: Jamestown, which was given over to the love of money; and Plymouth, which was dedicated to the love of God. One of the spiritual strongholds of darkness at Jamestown was slavery. During the 1680's, the curse of slavery spreads to the Plymouth colonies as they also begin to trade in the slaves provided by their southern cousins. It is one of these slaves who would later teach a group of young women certain principles of witchcraft. This incident would ultimately result in the Salem witch trials, where twenty people would be condemned and hanged for witchcraft. 

In the 18th century, it became more and more evident that the generation that had originally came to America for freedom to worship God was being replaced by a generation of people who were turning further and further away from God. The godly remnant, that Jesus always has in such instances, prayed mightily for their people to turn back to God. These prayers are answered with a series of revivals which would later be known as the Great Awakening. God always does things in perfect timing and, in His perfect foreknowledge, He knew that these people would need this spiritual renewal for the terrible times that they would soon be facing in the latter part of the 1700's, as this small group of colonies would ultimately have to take on the greatest empire of their day to gain the true freedom that God had prepared for the generations yet to come. As the debate grew among the colonies over whether to finally separate from Great Britain, American patriot John Adams wrote, "If it be the pleasure of Heaven that my country shall require the poor offering of my life, the victim shall be ready, at the appointed hour of sacrifice, come when that hour may. But while I do live, let me have a country, and that a free country!" 

 

THE CAUSES OF THE CONFLICT

Put them in fear, O LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah. -Psalms 9:20

Colonial Americans understood the evil church state system that had spread across Europe that the Bible calls Mystery Babylon. They were living in America for that very reason, freedom of religion. To many, like Patrick Henry, civic and religious freedom were inextricably combined: 

"Religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience...It is the mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other." 

This was indeed in stark contrast to the system which had inspired the Dark Ages and the Inquisition. This is why the colonists began to seriously consider separation from England, not because of taxes nearly as much as the threat from English kings to install a bishop of the Church of England over the colonies. This would mean that America would then be enslaved by the same dread system that they had come there to escape. The thought of an American church state system, where their taxes would go to the support of yet another Mystery Babylon system was more than many were able to bear. Many understood that good government was not enforced but taught, from generation to generation. 

Elias Boudinot, president of the Continental Congress in 1783, and later a congressman from New Jersey, who also served as president of the American Bible Society put it simply. "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Let it then, as workmanship of the same Divine hand, be our peculiar constant care and vigilant attention to inculcate this sacred principle, and to hand it down to posterity. Good government generally begins in the family, and if the moral character of a people once degenerate, their political character must soon follow." 

It was sentiments such as this that would sweep across the colonies in years to come. This sentiment would also be sounded in one of the rallying cries to be heard when the conflict would begin, "No king buy King Jesus!" God was already preparing leaders for the coming conflict also. For instance, on July 18, 1755, following the bloody Battle of the Monogahela in the French and Indian war, Colonel George Washington wrote, "By the miraculous care of Providence, that protected me beyond all human expectations, I had four bullets through my coat and two horses shot under me, and yet escaped unhurt." 

As opposition to British oppression grows, the true reason for the conflict became more evident. Whenever British troops would find an American pastor, he would be summarily executed, and whenever they found a church house, it would be turned into either a stable or a brothel. When the port in Boston was closed by British troops in 1774, William Prescott wrote to the citizens, " We heartily sympathize with you, and are always ready to do all in our power for your support, comfort, and relief knowing that Providence has placed you where you must stand the first shock. We consider that we are all embarked in the same boat and must sink or swim together. Let us all be of one heart, and stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. And may He, of His infinite mercy, grant us deliverance out of all our troubles." 

These were truly troubling times as Mystery Babylon endeavored to establish its dominance over the young colonies. However, just like David and Goliath, God would preserve his people against what appeared to be unsurmountable odds. In the same manner, as the days grow darker for our nation today, I pray for a new generation of Davids, Daniels, Ruths, and Esthers to preserve our nation to turn it back into the Christian nation that it once was. 

 

THE BEGINNING OF THE CONFLICT

All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the LORD's: and he is the governor among the nations. -Psalms 22:27-28

As the Revolutionary war began, many were the emotions that took hold of those on both sides of the struggle. At the end of May, 1775, three weeks after the taking of Fort Ticonderoga, the Reverend Samuel Langdon, president of Harvard College, was invited to preach to the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts. Deeply concerned at the giddy euphoria which was sweeping New England, he was determined to speak what he felt God was impressing on him: "We have rebelled against God. We have lost the true spirit of Christianity, though we retain the outward profession and form of it. By many, the Gospel is corrupted into a superficial system of moral philosophy, little better than ancient Platonism. My brethren, let us repent and implore the divine mercy. Let us amend our ways and our doings, reform everything that has been provoking the Most High, and thus endeavor to obtain the gracious interpositions of providence for our deliverance. May the Lord hear us in this day of trouble. We will rejoice in His salvation, and in the name of our God, we will set up our banners!" 

Needless to say, times like this give rise to many different situations that call for special faith. After an especially bloody encounter, Corporal Amos Farnsworth wrote in his diary: "Oh, the goodness of God in preserving my life, although they fell on my right hand and on my left! O may this act of deliverance of thine, O God, lead me never to distrust thee; but may I ever trust in thee and put confidence in no arm of flesh!" 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. -Psalms 33:12

This must have been a verse used often during some of the darker days of the American revolution. However there were other dangers also, equally as deadly to the fledgling nation. In the wake of the fortification of Dorchester Heights which forced the British to leave Boston, American confidence ran high, so high that the invasion of Canada was attempted, with disastrous results. Sobered, the Continental Congress heeded the admonitions of many clergymen and declared May 17, 1776, a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer. In his sermon for the occasion, John Witherspoon began: 

"While we give praise to God, the supreme disposer of all events, for His interposition on our behalf, let us guard against the dangerous error of trusting in, or boasting of, an arm of flesh." 

Many times the founding fathers realized that this was true, that it was indeed God's hand that was protecting them. Commander in chief George Washington made the following observation, 

"The hand of Providence has been conspicuous in all this, that he must be worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked that has not gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations. But it will be time enough for me to turn preacher when my present appointment ceases; and therefore I shall add no more on the doctrine of Providence." 

May we all pray for a return to the time when, once again, we will see that it is God that makes our nation great, and not we ourselves. The book of Psalms holds many principles that we would do well to heed today, as our early founding fathers did. 

 

FAITH UNDER FIRE

Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man. -Psalms 43:1

John Witherspoon understood that it was God, and not the efforts of fallen man, which made our nation great. On May 17, 1776 he stated: 

"What follows from this? That he is the best friend to American liberty, who is most sincere and active in promoting true and undefiled religion, and who sets himself with the greatest firmness to bear down profanity and immorality of every kind. Whoever is an avowed enemy to God, I scruple not to call him an enemy to his country. Do not suppose, my brethren, that I mean to recommend a furious and angry zeal for the circumstantials of religion, or the contentions of one sect with another about their peculiar distinctions. I do not wish you to oppose any body's religion, but every body's wickedness. Perhaps there are few surer marks of the reality of religion, than when a man feels himself more joined in spirit to a true holy person of a different denomination, than to an irregular liver of his own. It is therefore your duty in this important and critical season to exert yourselves, every one in his proper sphere, to stem the tide of prevailing vice, to promote the knowledge of God, the reverence of his name and worship, and obedience to his laws."

John Witherspoon was a signer of the Declaration of Independence, was elected to the Continental Congress in 1776, served intermittently in Congress until 1782, and was a member of over a hundred legislative committees, including two vital standing committees, the Board of War and the Committee on Foreign Affairs. He, better than most, could see both the political and spiritual sides of this struggle. Here is yet another founding father who truly saw that America would only be great as long as America was good. Let us pray that we, as a nation will learn that lesson again today. 

He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet. -Psalms 47:3

Our early American ancestors understood this truth, that for a nation to exist and prosper, it must be submitted to God. For instance, on June 20, 1776, a letter was traveling to Philadelphia from Massachusetts. In it, Abigail Adams reassured her husband John: 

"I feel no anxiety at the large armament designed against us. The remarkable interpositions of heaven in our favor cannot be too gratefully acknowledged. He who fed the Israelites in the wilderness, who clothes the lilies of the field and who feeds the young ravens when they cry, will not forsake a people engaged in so righteous a cause, if we remember His loving kindness." 

It is indeed sad that we cannot say that our nation is still standing for righteous causes today, as it once did. The idea of religious freedom, freedom from the church-state systems instituted down through the ages by Satan via Mystery Babylon, was uppermost in the minds of those who risked their lives so long ago in the forming of the United States of America. 
The Continental Congress entered into a debate on whether or not to separate from Great Britain on July 1, 1776. It was at this time that John Adams declared: 

"Before God, I believe the hour has come. My judgment approves this measure, and all that I am, and all that I hope in this life, I am now ready here to stake upon it. And I leave off as I began, that live or die, survive or perish, I am for the Declaration. It is my living sentiment, and by the blessing of God it shall be my dying sentiment. Independence now, and Independence for ever!" 

Still today, we enjoy the freedom to worship as we please. Yet how long will we continue to turn away from the God that made this nation great before we will lose this most precious of all freedoms. We all need to dedicate ourselves to prayer that we, as the singer Carman puts it, need God in America again. 

 

A RIGHTEOUS REBELLION

I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations. -Psalms 57:9

As we mentioned earlier, the trouble between the colonies and King George III really heated up when the king suggested that he might install a church of England bishop over the colonies. The taxes collected would go to this church, a clear return to the church-state system of Mystery Babylon. America's response to this a very quick no-thank-you. To this the king sent back a short ultimatum, "No miter, no sceptre!" In other words, if you do not bow to the miter of the church of England, you are in effect refusing to bow to the king of England. The colonies reply was simple and to the point. "Very well then, no miter and no sceptre!" and the rallying cry of the colonies became "No king but King Jesus!" In reply to this pronouncement, King George's reply sent troops to America to revoke the charters of all the colonies. 

From the pulpits of America came wave after wave of sermons depicting America as captive Israel and King George as Pharaoh. In fact, King George would state in time that the army he feared most in America was the black regiment, referring to the American clergy. He had good reason for this. A young minister by the name of Peter Muhlenberg is a good case in point. One Sunday morning, Pastor Muhlenberg delivered a powerful sermon on.... 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven. -Ecclesiastes 3:1

He closed his sermon thus, "In the language of the Holy Writ, there is a time for all things. There is a time to preach and a time to fight, and now is the time to fight!" With that he threw off his clerical robes to reveal the uniform of a colonel in the Continental Army. Three hundred recruits would sign up on the spot and Pastor Muhlenberg marched off the same day at the head of his new regiment, the 8th Virginia. He would finally rise to the rank of brigadier general by the time the war ended. 

Is there any wonder that such faith in God would not inspire men to great deeds? None whatsoever. It is very easy to understand why Benjamin Franklin could say, "Whoever shall introduce into public affairs the principles of primitive Christianity will change the face of the world." 

He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah. -Psalms 66:7

As was becoming a righteous people, many in the American colonies struggled with the idea of rebelling against England, in spite of the abuses they were suffering by England's heavy hand. However, many others yearned for the dream of becoming a free nation, much as Israel must have dreamed while still in Egypt. This dream began to be realized in 1776. On July 3, John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail that this day: 

"ought to be commemorated, as the Day of Deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forevermore." 

As the months grew into years during the ensuing war, the people of the American colonies began to grow more closely together. This is the tendency of people when they face hard times together. Slowly but surely, these 13 colonies became one united front against the incursion of England and the Mystery Babylon system they tried to force on our ancestors. 

On May 1, 1777, intelligence reached the American army that at last France was coming into the war on the side of America. In announcing the French decision to his joyous troops, General George Washington proclaimed: 

"It having pleased the Almighty Ruler of the universe to defend the cause of the United American States, and finally to raise up a powerful friend among the princes of the earth, to establish our liberty and independence upon a lasting foundation, it becomes us to set apart a day for gratefully acknowledging the divine goodness, and celebrating the important event, which we owe to His divine interposition." 

Thomas Jefferson would go directly to the heart of the matter in his "Notes on the state of Virginia" written in 1781. 

"God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are a gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with His wrath? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever." 

 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, THE BELIEVER

I feel that there is much more evidence for the Christian witness of George Washington than many today believe. He was raised by a Christian mother in a Christian church. He continued to carry a prayer diary where he documented his prayers during his military campaigns. There is even a wonderful room in the basement of the Capitol building in Washington, D. C. where a prayer room is set aside complete with a beautiful stained glass window showing George Washington kneeling in prayer. Take the following example, for instance. 

On July 5, 1775, General George Washington issued this order to the Continental Army. 

"The General most earnestly requires and expects a due observance of those articles of war established for the government of the army, which forbid profane cursing, swearing, and drunkenness. And in like manner, he requires and expects of all officers and soldiers not engaged in actual duty, a punctual attendance of Divine services, to implore the blessing of Heaven upon the means used for our safety and defense." 

When General George Washington resigned his commission from the army in 1783, he sent letters to the governors of the thirteen states which concluded with a prayer: 

"Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy Holy protection, and wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and without a humble imitation of whose example in these things we can never hope to be a happy nation." 

On April 30, 1789, on the balcony of the Federal Hall in New York City, George Washington, the first President of the United States of America, took the oath of office. Then, embarrassed by the cheers of the multitude below, he went inside to address Congress: 

"It would be peculiarly improper to omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplication to that Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human defect, that His benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of the United States." 

President Washington went on to extol the virtues of godly government and the great privilege and awesome responsibility that came with the highest office in our land. He would go on to close with a powerful statement of what he believed really allowed our nation to be free, in itself a far cry from the self-righteous pronouncements of his modern-day counterparts. 

"The propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right which Heaven itself has ordained." 

In spite of all this, historical revisionists would still try to paint the father of our country as an unbeliever. That, in itself, is not only a sign of the times, but also an indictment against those selfsame revisionists. If this be not enough to convince even the hardest skeptic, let me close with one final statement, to put to rest any lingering doubts out there. In his last will and testament, George Washington stated to his heirs, 

"You do well to learn, above all, the religion of Jesus Christ." 

Regardless of what some may mistakenly believe, our heritage is full of the proof of our Christian roots, although I am afraid that we cannot in all honesty be called a Christian nation today. In 1974, American President Gerald Ford put it well, when he said, 

"Without God there could be no American form of government, nor an American way of life. Recognition of the Supreme Being is the first - the most basic - expression of Americanism. Thus, the founding fathers of America saw it, and thus with God's help, it will continue to be." 

Washington was a member of the Episcopal Church. In fact, on June 1, 1774, while considering what the future of our nation might be, Washington states that he went to church and fasted all day. Odd behavior for someone who is not a Christian. There is a most wonderful statement with which the Commander-in-Chief closes the Circular to the States, his formal resignation issued in June, 1783, in which he exalts America to.... 

"Do justice...love mercy, and...demean ourselves with that Charity, humility and pacific temper of mind, which were the Characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed Religion, and without an humble imitation of whose example in these things, we can never hope to be a happy Nation." 

After his death, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court John Marshall said of Washington, 

"Without making ostentatious professions of religion, he was a sincere believer in the Christian faith, and a truly devout man." 

On the rear wall of Washington's tomb is engraved, 

"I am the Resurrection and the Life; sayeth the Lord. He that believeth in Me, though he were dead yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die." 

An appropriate epitaph for a man who gave his life for his God and his country. 

Let me share one statement to put to rest any lingering doubts that might still be out there. In his will, George Washington stated to his heirs, 

"You do well to learn, above all, the religion of Jesus Christ." 

 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us; Selah. That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. -Psalms 67:1-2

The Declaration of Independence of the United States contains the following phrases: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness...", "Appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions...", and "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence..." 

In spite of all this, many historical revisionists today still resist the idea of America being founded as a Christian nation. Take for instance, those men who risked their lives by signing the Declaration of Independence and what they had to say about their belief in God. 

"First of all, I rely upon the merits of Jesus Christ for a pardon of all my sins."-Samuel Adams 

"I am constrained to express my adoration of the Author of my existence for His forgiving mercy revealed to the world through Jesus Christ, through whom I hope for never ending happiness in a future state."-Robert Treat Paine 

"I think it proper here not only to subscribe to the doctrines of the Christian religion, but also, in the bowels of a father's affection, to exhort and charge my children that the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, that the way of life held up in the Christian system is calculated for the most complete happiness."-Richard Stockton 

"On the mercy of my Redeemer I rely for salvation and on His merits; not on the works I have done in obedience to His precepts."-Charles Carroll 

"My only hope of salvation is in the infinite, transcendent love of God manifested to the world by the death of His Son upon the cross. Nothing but His blood will wash away my sins. I rely exclusively upon it. Come, Lord Jesus! Come quickly!"-Benjamin Rush 

"I believe that there is one only living and true God, existing in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; the same in substance, equal in power and glory. That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are a revelation from God and a complete rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him."-Roger Sherman  

"I shall now entreat you in the most earnest manner to believe in Jesus Christ, for there is no salvation in any other (Acts 4:12). If you are not clothed with the spotless robe of His righteousness, you must forever perish."-John Witherspoon 

  

PRESIDENT THOMAS JEFFERSON

Among many of the things that Thomas Jefferson would work on, there is a section of the Northwest Ordinance that I would like to now address, article III, to be exact. 

"Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall be forever encouraged." 

Please note that he is saying that schools are established to encourage the teaching of religion to the children of our nation. This is indeed a far cry from what our current leaders, the judiciary for example, feel should be promoted in schools. It has always been a wonder to me that so few leaders realize that if you take God out of the schools, you should not be surprised to see the selfsame schools begin to produce godless children. We are reaping that harvest today. 

In 1787, President Jefferson would promote an act in Congress which set aside special lands, 

"For the sole use of Christian Indians and the Moravian Brethren missionaries for civilizing the Indians and promoting Christianity". 

Again this is a far cry from what many declare today as Jefferson's doctrine of separation of church and state, which was actually a reference in a letter from him to the Danbury Baptist Association in 1802, which reassured them that no state-church system would be established in America, as was at that time in Europe. A system that the Holy Scriptures calls Mystery Babylon, and the church has opposed down throughout the ages. 

After his work on the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson was the Governor of Virginia from 1779 to 1781. It was during this time that he would proclaim a day of, "Public and solemn thanksgiving and prayer to the Almighty God." 

One of the most sobering statements concerning our nation and what we face when we turn from God was made by this founding father in his "Notes on the State of Virginia", where he stated: 

"God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever." 

How prophetic those words were! If President Jefferson feared that for the America of his day, how much more should we fear the wrath of God today, when so many historical revisionists are trying to remove all reference to God from the history of our nation. It is not God, but the traditions of men taking the place of God's word in our nation that brings judgment upon us, as Jefferson fully understood. 

"The Christian religion, when divested of the rags in which they have enveloped it, and brought to the original purity and simplicity of its benevolent institutor, is a religion of all others most friendly to liberty, science, and the freest expansion of the human mind." 

It is the failure to realize these basic biblical truths today that has brought us, as a nation, to the precipice on which we find ourselves at the present time. In 1774, while serving in the Virginia Assembly, he personally introduced a resolution calling for a Day of Fasting and Prayer. It was Jefferson who would pen the famous words of the Declaration of Independence which begin, 

"When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and nature's God entitles them....We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal. that they are endowed with their Creator with certain inalienable right, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

It was Thomas Jefferson who proposed that the United States seal, which expressed the spirit of the nation should be, 

"The children of Israel in the wilderness, led by a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night." 

President Jefferson truly understood the difference between God's church and Mystery Babylon, something that so many who do not understand the Bible fail to grasp. While his latter years would be deeply influenced by his exposure to the doctrines that underlined the French Revolution, he truly understood that Christianity in its purest form, 

"Deemed in other countries incompatible with good government and yet proved by our experience to be its best support." 

In a letter written on June 17, 1804 to Henry Fry, Jefferson proclaimed, 

"I consider the doctrines of Jesus as delivered by himself to contain the outlines of the sublimest system of morality that has ever been taught but I hold in the most profound detestation and execration the corruptions of it which have been invented." 

While I am sure that I could find beliefs of this president that I would disagree with, this is one area in which I totally agree. One of the saddest signs of our times today is the way in which men have taken the teachings of our Lord and twisted them away from their original meanings. 

If one would take the time to read the second inaugural address, given on March 4, 1805, they would see President Jefferson state the following, 

"I shall need, therefore, all the indulgence I have heretofore experienced. I shall need, too, the favor of that Being in whose hands we are, who led our forefathers, as Israel of old, from their native land and planted them in a country flowing with all the necessities and comforts of life, who has covered our infancy with His Providence and our riper years with His wisdom and power, and to whose goodness I ask you to join with me in supplications that He will so enlighten the minds of your servants, guide their councils and prosper their measures, that whatever they do shall result in your good, and shall secure to you the peace, friendship and approbation of all nations." 

Strange words for one that so many proclaim did not believe in God and the Bible. It is my prayer that God would raise up more men of this calibre to help to turn our nation back to God while there is still time. Thomas Jefferson prayed a prayer to this effect on March 4, 1805, when he proclaimed a national prayer for peace. 

"Almighty God, Who has given us this good land for our heritage; We humbly beseech Thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with honorable ministry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitude brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endow with Thy spirit of wisdom those to whom in Thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that through obedience to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. In time of prosperity fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in Thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen." 

You must admit that these are strange words for a man that so many claim did not believe is Jesus. However, as you know from the Holy Scriptures, all men have contending within them two natures, one godly and the other fleshly. Could it be that so many are simply seeing this manifested in the life of Jefferson and thus concluding that he was an unbeliever, when in fact, he is just exhibiting the same nature as you or I? 

 

THE GODLY SIDE OF THOMAS JEFFERSON

Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. -Proverbs 14:34

Continuing with our discussion of President Thomas Jefferson, I find it interesting that in Query XIX of his Notes on the State of Virginia that he wrote, 

"Those who labor in the earth are the chosen people of God...whose breasts He has made His peculiar deposit for substantial and genuine virtue." 

He would further write in a letter to Peter Carr, dated August 19, 1785 the following. 

"He who permits himself to tell a lie once, finds it much easier to do it a second and third time, till at length it becomes habitual. He tells lies without attending to it, and truths without the world's believing him. This falsehood of the tongue leads to that of the heart, and in time depraves all its good dispositions." 

These are interesting words indeed when you think of the matter of the historical revisionists that continually try to write God out of American history books. You know, the more I read, the more I see that Jefferson seems to be a believer who just had some ideas I do not agree with. Is not this true of all believers today also?

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward. -Isaiah 1:4

When I think of issues such as abortion, pornography, illegal drugs, etc and how our current leaders approach these matters, I cannot help but fear God's judgment hanging over us. It is indeed a far cry from the days of our founding fathers. Take, for instance, the first inaugural address of President Thomas Jefferson, given in 1801. 

"And let us reflect that having banished from our land that religious intolerance under which mankind so long bled and suffered, we have yet gained little if we countenance a political intolerance as despotic, as wicked, and capable of as bitter and bloody persecutions. Let us then, with courage and confidence pursue our own federal and republican principles...enlightened by a benign religion, professed, indeed, and practiced in various forms, yet all of them...acknowledging and adoring an overruling Providence, which by all its dispensations proves that it delights in the happiness of man here and his greater happiness hereafter." 

President Thomas Jefferson understood the difference between the true church of Jesus Christ and Mystery Babylon, as we see here. He also understood the difference between cooperation between government and religion and the current despotic system that tries to deny the godly principles that our nation was built upon. Let us pray for more leaders to come forward today, to right this wrong and turn our nation back to God.

He that saith unto the wicked, Thou art righteous; him shall the people curse, nations shall abhor him: -Proverbs 24:24

Does not this verse do a good job of describing some of our leaders, especially judges, today. It is also a good description of the current wave of historical revisionism that has endeavored to write God our of our history books. Take, for instance, President Thomas Jefferson, who is repeatedly referred to, as many of the founding fathers are, as an unbeliever. He is the one credited with the statement that you hear so much lately about separation of church and state. Here is another statement he also made. One that you will not hear revisionists quote very often.  In 1798 he wrote at the occasion of the Kentucky Resolution, 

"No power over the freedom of religion...is delegated to the United States by the Constitution." 

This is quite different from the way that many unbelievers use his phrase today, when they try to use it to club the church into silence on so many issues. This is, in my own humble opinion, tyranny of the cruelest kind. It is this same type of reasoning that led to the gulags of the Communist Union many years ago. Jefferson's opinion of such things is also part of public record. In a letter to Dr. Benjamin Rush, dated September 23, 1800, he wrote, 

"I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man." 

A strange thing for a man to say, when so many declare him an unbeliever, don't you think? 

I know of people who are not only believers but even pastors who openly admit that they do not believe certain parts of the Bible. They still claim Christ as Savior, and I suppose this is just an area where they still need growth. The same is true for all of us, including the founding fathers, no doubt. In spite of this, however, President Jefferson did much to make our Christian nation what it is today. For instance, in April of 1806 he signed the Articles of War which stated, among other things that he 

"earnestly recommended to all officers and soldiers, diligently to attend divine services." 

This would be an unusual stand indeed for an unbeliever to take. Moreover, on January 23, 1808, Jefferson wrote to Samuel Miller the following.... 

"I consider the government of the United States interdicted by the Constitution from intermeddling with religious institutions, their doctrines, discipline, or exercises. This results not only from the provision that no law shall be made respecting the establishment, or free exercise, of religion, but from that also which reserves to the states the powers not delegated to the United States." 

This statement made by the famous author of the phrase "separation of church and state", puts the entire idea of separation in a very different light from which most leaders try to mold it into today. 

This again goes back to the difference between the church and Mystery Babylon. The church grows and exists through the free exercise of faith, which Mystery Babylon attempts to legislate all other beliefs out of existence. This is also the great danger that we all fight against, despite what historical revisionists might say to the contrary. 

The clergy of his day called President Thomas Jefferson an antichrist. I have had modern day clergy call me things that are not dissimilar, yet I am a follower of Christ. In fact, if the truth be known, most churches today would not allow a John the Baptist or, in some cases, even Jesus Christ Himself to speak in their pulpits. Take the picture we see in Revelation 3:20. Here we see Jesus standing at the door, not of the unbeliever's heart, as some may assume, but of the church knocking on the door to be allowed in. This is indeed the case of many of our churches today. 

The word "religion" appears in the New Testament of the Authorized King James Bible only five times. Once it describes the Pharisees (Acts 26:5) of which the Apostle Paul was one before he became a Christian. This was just one of many religions that persecuted the early church (Galatians 1:13-14). It was this religion that killed the early believers. 

Many appear to be religious, while they are actually lost (James 1:16). Out of the five times the word religion is used in the Bible, in four cases it shows how evil the evil religions of this world actually are. Only once, does God use religion in a positive light and that is.... 

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. -James 1:17

Notice no church services, seminaries, or religious affiliations are mentioned. Only a sincere heart before a loving God. All others need not apply. This is the difference between the church of Jesus Christ and the religions of this world. Indeed, it was the religious leaders of His day that put Jesus to death. This being the case, religious opposition to Jefferson could mean he was just a cut above them rather then what they actually thought of him.  Take, for instance, a letter which he wrote to John Adams in 1813. 

"In extracting the pure principles which Jesus taught, we should have to strip off the artificial vestments in which they have been muffled....there will be found remaining the most sublime and benevolent code of morals which has ever been offered to man." 

While Jefferson was unable to accept much of the miraculous accounts of the scriptures, this would not disqualify him as a believer. I know not only Christians, but also some pastors today, who still struggle in their acceptance of parts of the scriptures. This, alas, is just another sign of our times. The Apostle Paul explains that we all believe in part. Full understanding will come with the Lord's return. While many write Jefferson off as an unbeliever, I find some of the things he did of a great help to the Christian founding fathers of our nation.  For instance, in a letter to Samuel Miller, dated January 23, 1808, he stated, 

"Certainly no power to prescribe any religious exercise, or to assume authority in religious discipline, has been delegated to the general government." 

This is a very different separation of church and state then many try to enforce today. Currently the only expression ruled out of the public arena often seems to be religious expression, Christian expression in particular. Jefferson's feelings in this area did not limit themselves to the political only. When writing to William Canby on September 18, 1813, Jefferson remarks, 

"An eloquent preacher of your religious society, Richard Mote, in a discourse of much emotion and pathos, is said to have exclaimed aloud to his congregation that he did not believe there was a Quaker, Presbyterian, Methodist, or Baptist in heaven, having paused to give his hearers time to stare and to wonder. He added, that in Heaven, God knew no distinctions."

An odd remark for an unbeliever to say the least, if Jefferson was indeed an unbeliever. I guess we have pretty well covered whether or not President Thomas Jefferson was a Christian or not. However, even if such is the case, God is still able to use unbelievers to fulfill His will. The Holy Scriptures are replete with such stories. If Jefferson is not a believer in God, then he would fall into this category. Take, for instance, how that the 57th Congress, voted in 1904. 

"That there be printed and bound, by phtolithographic process, with an introduction and not to exceed twenty-five pages, to be prepared by Dr. Cyrus Adler, Librarian of the Smithsonian Institution, for the use of Congress, 9,000 copies of Thomas Jefferson's 'Morals of Jesus of Nazareth', as the same appears in the National Museum, 3,000 copies for the use of the Senate and 6,000 for the use of the House." 

Then there is also the letter that Jefferson wrote to Miles King on September 26, 1814 where he states the following. 

"Nay, we have heard it said that there is not a Quaker or a Baptist, a Presbyterian or an Episcopalian, a Catholic, or a Protestant in heaven; that on entering the gate, we leave those badges of schism behind. Let us not be uneasy about the different roads we may pursue, as believing them the shortest, to that our last abode; but following the guidance of a good conscience, let us be happy in the hope that by these different paths, we shall all meet in the end. And that you and I may meet and embrace, is my earnest prayer. And with this assurance I salue you with brotherly esteen and respect."  

In the end, we will not know the final fate of President Thomas Jefferson until we reach that abode ourselves and see if he preceded us there. I pray that he will be there. I pray that you will also. 

 

THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah. -Psalms 67:4

As the American Revolution came to an end, our founding fathers began the work of establishing the government for their fledgling nation. The first Constitutional Convention was called together and our nation's leaders began the process of putting together what is today the United States constitution. While today, the beliefs of these men are terribly misrepresented by the historical revisionists, their true beliefs can be found in their own words. For instance.... 

"I am a real Christian, that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus Christ."-President Thomas Jefferson 

"This is all the inheritance I can give my dear family. The religion of Christ can give them one which will make them rich indeed."-American patriot Patrick Henry 

"My hopes of a future life are all founded upon the Gospel of Christ and I cannot cavil or quibble away the whole tenor of His conduct by which He sometimes positively asserted and at others countenances His disciples in asserting that He was God." -President John Quincy Adams 

One of the major institutions used over the past few decades to endeavor to re-define what the constitution originally said has been the United States Supreme Court. The spirit of this court has changed greatly from the days of its founding. Once again, let us go to the words of the early Supreme Court justices to see what was the original spirit directing early court decisions. 

"I render sincere and humble thanks for His manifold unmerited blessings, and especially for our redemption and salvation by His beloved Son, blessed be His holy name."-U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Jay 

"I think the Christian religion is a Divine institution; and I pray to God that I may never forget the precepts of His religion or suffer the appearance of an inconsistency in my principles and practice."-U. S. Supreme Court Justice James Iredell 

"I resign my soul into the hands of the Almighty who gave it in humble hopes of His mercy through our Savior Jesus Christ."-U.S. Supreme Court Justice Gabriel Duvall 

Indeed it is true that our government institutions have changed mightily since the days of the founding fathers. The question is how do we undo the damage done over the last century to their selfsame institutions.

In 1787, during the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin appealed that those involved should begin each session with prayer because: 

"And have we now forgotten this powerful Friend? Or do we imagine we no longer need His assistance? The longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: 'that God governs in the affairs of men.' And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the sacred writings, that 'except the Lord build the House, they labor in vain who build it.' I firmly believe this, and I also believe that without His concurring aid, we shall succeed in this political building no better than the builders of Babel." 

In fact, the Bible was so important to the Continental Congress of the United States that their first official act was to authorize the printing of 20,000 Bibles for the purpose of evangelizing the America Indians. Thomas Paine would state the feelings of the nation at that time when he said, 

"The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind. Where, say some, is the king of America? I'll tell you friend, He reigns above." 

Another good example of the times was the fact that, after the ratification of the United States Constitution in 1788, a letter was sent by George Washington to Benjamin Franklin which stated....

"No country upon earth ever had it more in its power to attain these blessings. Much to be regretted indeed would it be, were we to neglect the means and depart from the road which Providence has pointed us to, so plainly; I cannot believe it will ever come to pass. The Great Governor of the universe has led us too long and too far to forsake us in the midst of it. We may, now and then, get bewildered; but I hope and trust that there is good sense and virtue enough left to recover the right path." 

 

BAPTIST STATE CHURCH

There is an interesting footnote to history concerning Baptists and their feelings about the state church system of government. The incident occurred shortly after the Revolutionary War. One of the first questions put before the American Congress was whether there should be an established church in America. Several different bills were presented for different candidates for this state supported church. The main three being considered at the time was the Episcopal, Congregationalist, and Presbyterian churches. All other Christian groups contended that there should be no established church, but rather religious liberty for all, the Baptists being the largest and most vocal. The main spokesman for these groups was James Madison. Patrick Henry offered a substitute bill that there should be four established churches; Episcopal, Congregationalist, Presbyterian, and Baptist. When the first three churches saw that none could prevail, they all agreed to accept this compromise. This bill stated that each person taxed would have the right to say which of these denominations his money should go. The Baptists continued to fight against the idea, feeling that any combination of church and state was against the fundamental principles of the Bible. I will let historian J. M. Carroll finish the story.

"Henry pleaded with them, said he was trying to help them, that they could not live without it, but they still protested. The vote was taken. It carried nearly unanimously, but the measure had to be voted on three times. The Baptists, led by Madison and possibly others continued to fight. The second vote came. It also carried almost unanimously, swept by Henry's masterful eloquence, but the third vote had yet to be taken. Now God seemingly intervened. Henry was made Governor of Virginia and left Congress. When the third vote came, deprived of Henry's irresistible eloquence, the vote was lost. Thus the Baptists came near being an established denomination over their own solemn protest. This is not the only opportunity the Baptists ever had of becoming established by law, but is probably the nearest they ever came to it."

The religious side of these times are also well show by the tombstone of Benjamin Franklin. "Benjamin Franklin, 1706-1790, the body of B. Franklin, Printer; like the cover of an old book, its contents torn out, and stripped of its lettering and gilding, lies here, food for worms. But the work shall not be wholly lost; for it will as he believed, appear once more, in a new and more perfect edition, corrected and amended, by the Author." Many say many of our founding fathers, like Franklin, were unbelievers. I have always found it much more enlightening to get the truth directly from those whom we discuss, rather than count on the opinions of modern historical revisionists. 

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Part 4-The United States

For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. -Isaiah 33:22

THE TWO PRESIDENT ADAMS'

Many people do not realize that the Christian virtues upon which America was built did not end with the founding fathers and George Washington. The second President of the United States, John Adams, put his view of our Christian heritage quite simply. "Our Constitution was designed only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate for the government of any other." 

President John Adams would be the first president to live in the White House. His faith in Jesus Christ was truly one of the greatest hallmarks of his presidency. It was President John Adams who said, 

"We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry would break the strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net."

In the closing days of his life, President John Adams would write a letter to his son, John Quincy Adams, in which he said, 

"It is essential, my son, in order that you may go through life with comfort to yourself, and usefulness to your fellow creatures, that you should form and adopt certain rules and principles, for the government of your own conduct and temper. It is in the Bible, you must learn them, and from the Bible how to practice them. Those duties are to God, to your fellow creatures, and to yourself." 


His son would take this message to heart and would one day become the only man in America to become president whose father was a president. President John Quincy Adams gives us an insight into his heart of hearts with the following diary entry. 

"May I never cease to be grateful for the numberless blessings received through life at His hands, never repine at what He has denied, never murmur at the dispensations of Providence, and implore His forgiveness for all the errors and delinquencies of my life!"

John Quincy Adams was our sixth president and the son of John Adams, our second chief executive. In those days, as opposed to today, our public officials were not ashamed to declare their belief in the Lord Jesus Christ and the Christian heritage of our nation. He once admitted: 

"There are two prayers I love to say--the first, the Lord's Prayer, because the Lord taught it. The other is what seems to be a child's prayer: "Now I lay me down to sleep." I have been repeating it every night for many years past; I say it yet, and I expect to say it my last night on earth if I am conscious. But I have added a few words to the prayer {for Jesus' sake, amen}, so as to express my trust in Christ and also to acknowledge that what I ask, I ask as a favor and not because I deserve it." 

 

THE SECOND GREAT AWAKENING

It was during the terms of both President Adams' that the second great awakening took place, just at the turn of the 1800's. Just preceding this great event in American history, in 1799, one of America's great statesmen, Patrick Henry, went to his heavenly reward. A little-known part of Patrick Henry's legacy to the American people are these words penned on the back of his Stamp Act resolves: 

"Whether this will prove a blessing or a curse, will depend upon the use our people make of the blessings which a gracious God hath bestowed on us. If you are wise, they will be great and happy. If they are of a contrary character, they will be miserable. Righteousness alone can exalt them as a nation. Reader, whoever thou art, remember this; and in thy sphere practice virtue thyself, and encourage it in others."

 This is indeed a far cry from the policies of our current administration. It would be truly wonderful to see our nation turn in repentance back to the God of heaven as it did in the early 1800's during the Second Great Awakening. Strangely enough, this great move of God began at, of all places, Yale University. 

Timothy Dwight was born on this day in 1752. President of Yale in 1795, and the instrument used to begin the Second Great Awakening, he observed: 

"Perhaps no one who has persisted in his efforts to gain eternal life was ever finally deserted by the Spirit of grace." 

Varying greatly from the view of church and state held by many in government and ecclesiastical positions today, Dwight's view of our nation and its Christian heritage was quite outspoken. 

"Religion and liberty are the meat and the drink of the body politic. Withdraw one of them and it languishes, consumers, and dies. Without religion we may possibly retain the freedom of savages, bears, and wolves, but not the freedom of New England. If our religion were gone, our state of society would perish with it, and nothing would be left."

Dr. Dwight was not alone in his view of America. Unlike today, with public education's bias against Christianity, many educators of that day shared this view. One of them was another great American by the name of Noah Webster who stated, 

"The moral principles and precepts contained in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all our civil constitutions and laws. All the miseries and evils which men suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery, and war, proceed from their despising or neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible." 

Dr. Jedediah Morse, minister and "the father of American geography" assessed the decision the country faced at this time, and faces still, two centuries later. 

"To the kindly influence of Christianity we owe that degree of civil freedom and political and social happiness which mankind now enjoys. In proportion as the genuine effects of Christianity are diminished in any nation, either through unbelief, or the corruption of its doctrines, or the neglect of its institutions; in the same proportion will the people of that nation recede from the blessings of genuine freedom, and approximate the miseries of complete despotism. Whenever the pillars of Christianity shall be overthrown, our present Republican forms of government, and all the blessings which flow from them, must fall with them." 

It was with the help of men such as these that God would stop the moral decay happening in the United States just following their victories in the Revolutionary War. The Second Great Awakening would steer our nation back into a godly path once again. A path that would finally lead to war, as Christian America freed their slaves during the long and bloody Civil War. Today the unborn face the same danger as the slaves did over 100 years ago, as over 4,000 a day are killed by a multi-billion dollar abortion industry. What will God have to do to bring our nation back from this moral precipice. Only time will tell.

 

GODLY LEADERSHIP

Andrew Jackson, the 7th president of the United States, understood what it meant to have to face and deal with God's chastening in his life. 

"We who are frequently visited by this chastening rod, have the consolation to read in the Scriptures that whomsoever He chasteneth He loveth, and does it for their good to make them mindful of their mortality and that this earth is not our abiding; and afflicts us that we may prepare for a better world, a happy mortality."

It was not only presidents who believed in God however. Even our Supreme court was much closer to God in our nation's earlier years than they are today. For instance, on May 13, 1824, former Chief Justice, John Jay, addressed the American Bible Society of which he was president: 

"By conveying the Bible to the people, we thereby enable them to learn that our gracious Creator has provided for us a Redeemer, that this Redeemer has made atonement for the sins of the whole world, and thereby reconciling the Divine justice with the Divine mercy, has opened a way for our redemption and salvation; and that these inestimable benefits of the free gift and grace of God, not of our deserving, nor in our power to deserve." 

Our founding fathers love for God's word was a wonder to behold also. John Adams, when writing to Thomas Jefferson, said the following: 

"I have examined all religions, as well as my narrow sphere, my straightened means, and my busy life, would allow; and the result is that the Bible is the best book in the world. it contains more philosophy than all the libraries I have seen." 

James Henry, the Secretary of War under Presidents George Washington and John Adams, stated in 1800, 

"Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of time. They therefore who are decrying the Christian religion, whose morality is so sublime and pure, are undermining the solid foundation of morals, the best security for the duration of free governments." 

While many historical revisionists are out there today trying to remove God and His sovereign plan from our history books, in times past even foreigners who traveled to our shores could tell the godly attitude of our early forefathers. On July 29, 1805 the great French historian Alexis de Tocqueville was born. In considering America, he once stated, 

"I do not know whether all Americans have a sincere faith in their religion, for who can search the human heart, but I am certain that they hold it to be indispensable to the maintenance of republican institutions." 

In fact, our early law books, a far cry from the legal system today, were so replete with references to God's holy word that at least one legal student was saved by merely studying for the bar. He would ultimately give up a promising legal career to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Charles G. Finney was the most inspired, and inspiring, evangelist in the first half of the 19th century. He taught that salvation was only the beginning of religious experience and that the proper test of love of God lay in overcoming one's self-interest and acting in a benevolent manner toward all humankind. The converts, preached Finney, began a new life in which "they have no separate interests. They set out with a determination to aim at being useful in the highest degree possible." 

 

DANIEL WEBSTER

Our current situation in America today reminds me of some words of warning by another of our American ancestors. His name was Daniel Webster. His words were indeed prophetic when, in 1823, he said the following: 

"If religious books are not widely circulated among the masses in this country, I do not know what is going to become of us as a nation. If truth be not diffused, error will be; if God and His word are not known and received, the devil and his works will gain the ascendancy; if the evangelical volume does not reach every hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and licentious literature will; if the power of the Gospel is not felt throughout the length and breadth of the land, anarchy and misrule, degradation and misery, corruption and darkness, will reign without mitigation or end."

Webster was a lawyer, senator, and Secretary of State. He was also an early leader in the Whig party, and one of the greatest orators in American history. His feelings on Christianity were very outspoken also. 

"Moral habits cannot be safely be trusted on any other foundation than religious principle, nor any government be secure which is not supported by moral habits." 

In 1825, the cornerstone of the Bunker Hill Monument was laid, fifty years after that battle. Twenty thousand attended the ceremonies, among them the Marquis de Lafayette who eschewed the pavilion for distinguished guests and sat with the other veterans of the War of Independence. Declared the guest speaker, Daniel Webster: 

"Let our object be, our country, our whole country, and nothing but our country. And by the blessing of God, may that country itself become a vast and splendid monument, not of oppression and terror, but of Wisdom, of Peace, and of Liberty, upon which the world may gaze with admiration forever!" 

American statesman Daniel Webster was one American who had a fascinating view of God and country, 

"I shall stand by the Union, and by all who stand by it. I shall do justice to the whole country in all I say, and act for the good of the whole country in all I do. I mean to stand upon the Constitution. I need no other platform. I shall know but one country. The ends I aim at shall be my country's, my God's, and Truth's. I was born an American; I will live an American; I shall die an American; and I intend to perform the duties incumbent upon me in that character to the end of my career."

One evening, enjoying a dinner with friends, Daniel Webster was asked what was the most important thought that ever occupied his mind. It was a startling question, and he took a moment before replying: 

"The most important thought that ever occupied my mind, was that of my individual responsibility to God!" 

Webster was not only one of America's best know orators, but also one of the best lawyers and statesmen of his day. While speaking in 1837 of the Constitution, he stated: 

"I regard it as the work of the purest patriots and wisest statesmen that ever existed, aided by the smiles of a benignant Providence; for when we regard it as a system of government growing out of the discordant opinions and conflicting interests of thirteen independent States, it almost appears a Divine interposition in our behalf. The hand that destroys the Constitution rends our Union asunder forever." 

  

THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK

There is a interesting story that occurred in 1833. A Wyandot Indian named William Walker wrote a letter to the Christian Advocate and Journal in which he described his encounter with four Indians, three Nez Perces and one Flathead, who had traveled east 3,000 miles to Saint Louis, because…

"The white people away toward the rising sun had been put in possession of the true mode of worshipping the Great Spirit; they had a Book containing directions." 

Would it not be grand if today, so many of our highly educated masses could latch on to this simpler yet powerful truth. God's word can change lives. It was not only native Americans that understood the importance of this either. Many of our leaders also understood the importance of the power of the Holy Scriptures. 

In his preface to "The History of the United States", Noah Webster writes: 

"The brief exposition of the constitution of the United States, will unfold to young persons the principles of republican government; and it is the sincere desire of the writer that our citizens should early understand that the genuine source of correct republican principles is the Bible, particularly the New Testament of the Christian religion."

Even our early lawmakers had a deeply held understanding of our nation in relationship to our God. Daniel Webster, who was chosen by resolution of the Senate, as one of the five greatest senators in U.S. history, put it very well, when he proclaimed, 

"Our ancestors established their system of government on morality and religious sentiment. Moral habits, they believed, cannot safely be trusted on any other foundation than religious principle, nor any government be secure which is not supported by moral habits. Whatever makes men Christians, makes them good citizens." 

Let us all pray for the time when we, as a nation, will turn back to the faith of our fathers. It is still so surprising how little people really study the history of our nation and how deeply Christian its founders were. For instance, in Philadelphia where it faces Independence Hall, is the beloved symbol of America's freedom, the Liberty Bell. In its brief service it was rung for joy and for sorrow. It pealed in celebration of the Declaration of Independence, and it broke while mourning the passing of Chief Justice John Marshall in July 1835. Inscribed on its base are these words from Leviticus 25:10: "Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof." It was so much plainer in days gone by, when our people were much humbler and nobler. God help us all to turn back to the time when our leaders and citizenry alike knelt before the feet of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

William Henry Seward was born on May 16, 1801. Secretary of State under Lincoln during the Civil War, he would arrange the purchase of Alaska in 1867. As vice-president of the American Bible Society, he declared in 1836: 

"I know not how long a republican government can flourish among a great people who have not the Bible, but this I do know: that the existing government of this country never could have had existence but for the Bible. And, further, I do in my conscience believe that if at every decade of years a copy of the Bible could be found in every family in the land, its republican institutions would be perpetuated." 

  

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE MEDIA

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. - Psalms 72:11

Godless men have taken the United States Constitution and corrupted it beyond measure and therein lies one of the keys to the problems we are facing today. The scripture even gives a reference to the basis of this problem in.... 

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. - Judges 21:25

During this period of Israel's history they were being ruled by the judges. It is also interesting to note that this was one of the most evil times in that nation's history. America has been through a similar experience as, over the past few decades, judges in our land have short-circuited the democratic process and passed many judgments which have greatly changed the moral climate of our great nation. 

The presence of a liberal media has also helped to create our current situation. While I am sure there are many godly people in the media, they seem to be in the vast minority as it seems to be ruled by those who oppose godly principles, as can be seen in the fruits of their labors, the movies and television programs of today. This is a far cry from what the leaders in this industry once believed. 

In 1838, one of the most influential members of the print media was editorialist John L. O'Sullivan. He summed up the general optimism then prevalent in the country, and in the process coined the term "Manifest Destiny" when he wrote, "The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In its magnificent domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to manifest to mankind the obedience of divine principles; to establish on earth the noblest temple ever dedicated to the worship of the Most High." Quite a different view of America's future from that held by most media pundits today, don't you think? 

This was also true of our national leaders at this time, just a little over a century ago. President Andrew Jackson died in 1845. When one of his friends asked if he was at peace with God, he responded: 

"Sir, I am in the hands of a merciful God. I have full confidence in his goodness and mercy. The Bible is true. I have tried to conform to its spirit as near as possible. Upon that sacred volume I rest my hope for eternal salvation, through the merits and blood of our blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 

Now Andrew Jackson had his shortcomings, as we all do, but it is always good to look back at a time when the leaders of our country were not ashamed to express their belief in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, a topic that is becoming more and more politically incorrect as time goes on. 

I find it interesting to note that one sign of a nation turning from God is that they elect ungodly leaders. This too is a part of God's judgment against us at the present, I am sure. I am reminded of a time when our nation, and its leaders were much closer to God than we are at this present hour. For instance, President John Quincy Adams wrote in his diary on July 11, 1846: 


"I enter upon my eightieth year, with thanksgiving to God for all the blessings and mercies which His providence has bestowed upon me throughout a life extended now to the longest term allotted to the life of man; with supplication for the continuance of those blessings and mercies to me and mine, as long as it shall suit the dispensations of His wise providence, and for resignation to His will when my appointed time shall come." 

 

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Part 5-A HOUSE DIVIDED

And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.- Revelation 18:13

 

PRAYER AND THE BIBLE

One of the reasons that we have come so far from God today is our public education system. While I am sure that there are many godly people working within this system, it must truly be a burden to them to try to teach godliness to children, when the system they are working in seems so determined to oppose godly principles. As the Contemporary Christian singer Carman saids in one of his songs, we need to stop passing out condoms and start passing out Bible in our schools again. An early leader of America's media, Horace Greeley, put it well in 1852. 

"It is impossible to mentally or socially enslave a Bible-reading people. The principles of the Bible are the groundwork of human freedom."

In 1843, an American leader by the name of Daniel Webster stated the following concerning our founding fathers. 

"The Bible came with them and it is not to be doubted, that to free and universal reading of the Bible in that age, men were much indebted for right views of civil liberty. The Bible is a book of faith, and a book of doctrine, and a book of morals, and a book or religion, of especial revelation from God; but it is also a book which teaches man his own individual responsibility, his own dignity, and his equality with his fellow-man."

Indeed Satan has launched his latest and most vicious attack against our nation over the last 40 years. Time will only tell what the future may bring for us. Let us pray that it will bring revival and a turning of our nation back to the God of the Bible. 

 

PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN-1

I have been thinking of our current chief executive and how he compares with other leaders of the past. While modern politicians constantly have an ear open to the media and what they say is the current mood of the people, this is not what our earlier leaders listened to when making major decisions of state. Take, for instance, the following statement by an early American president. 

"I frequently see my way clear to a decision when I have no sufficient facts upon which to found it. But I cannot recall one instance in which I have followed my own judgment, founded upon such a decision, where the results were unsatisfactory; whereas, in almost every instance where I have yielded to the views of others, I have had occasion to regret it. I am satisfied that when the Almighty wants me to do or not to do a particular thing, He finds a way of letting me know it. I am confident that it is His design to restore the Union. He will do it in His own time." 

President Abraham Lincoln was unique among our leaders in the fact that, to the best of my knowledge, he was the only president who was saved while in office. It was as if God was preparing him for what He knew lay ahead. 

Indeed his newfound faith would face some great testing during the following years, when our nation was literally torn asunder by the great Civil War that raged about him. Many times, he would spend long hours in solitude and prayer as he sought his Father's will in some many major decisions that would affect so many lives around him. 

Three weeks before the Battle of Gettysburg, Lincoln was asked by a college president if the country would survive. 

"I do not doubt that our country will finally come through safe and undivided, but do not misunderstand me. I do not rely on the patriotism of our people, the bravery and devotion of the boys in blue, or the loyalty and skill of our generals, but the God of our fathers, Who raised up this country to be the refuge and asylum of the oppressed and downtrodden of all nations, will not let it perish now." 

President Lincoln's words proved to be prophetic as we all know now. It is very sobering to think of how much our nation's leaders used to depend on God's guidance. As we have all, leaders and citizens, turned from God and replaced His holy counsel with our own wisdom, it is much easier to see how things like Watergate, Filegate, and the White Water scandal have become more and more common today. Our nation has come a long way from the time when President Abraham Lincoln said, 

"But for this Book (the Bible), we would not know right from wrong.", and when our first supreme court justice, John Jay, said, "Providence has given our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty, as well as the privilege and the interest, of a Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers."

It is interesting to see, in American history, how God has used times of hardship to bring His people closer to Him. Two such instances are the American Revolution and the Civil War. Referring to the Revolutionary War for independence while addressing the New Jersey State Senate in 1861, President Abraham Lincoln said: 

"I am exceedingly anxious that this Union, the Constitution, and the liberties of the people shall be perpetuated in accordance with the original idea for which that struggle was made. And I shall be most happy, indeed, if I shall be an humble instrument in the hands of the Almighty, for the perpetuating the object of that great struggle." 

A far cry from the professional politicians of the modern era, don't you think? There were many heroes that God has raised up during such times. I think of Joseph, Moses, Daniel, Esther, David and myriads of others throughout history who have stood at their nation's darkest hour for the truth of God and His word. There are also countless unsung heroes down throughout the history of the church and the world who have, with God's aid, been able to turn seemingly hopeless situations into great victories for justice and good. 

 

THE CIVIL WAR

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.- Matthew 24:6

Edward Schneider was such a young man. He was a young student at Philip's Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, when the Civil War broke out. He enlisted at once and fought well, until he was mortally wounded at the Battle of Coal Harbor. As he lay dying, he said to his chaplain: 

"Don't weep, chaplain, it is God's will. Please write to my father, and tell him that I have tried to do my duty to my country and to God. And there is my brother in the navy: write to him, and tell him to stand by the flag and cling to the Cross of Christ."

This is the type of faith and patriotism that we need today to turn the tide of darkness that has been sweeping over our nation during the last few decades. Let us pray that God will raise up many young men and women who will, like Edward Schneider, help to turn this nation back to God while there is still time. 

In 1861, during the dark days of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln called all Americans to prayer as, 

"It is fit and becoming in all people, at all times, to acknowledge and revere the Supreme Government of God; to bow in humble submission to His chastisements; to confess and deplore their sins and transgressions in the full conviction that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and to pray, with all fervency and contrition, for the pardon of their past offenses, and for a blessing upon their present and prospective action." 

The effects of the Civil War proved to be most telling on President Abraham Lincoln. He was literally caught in the crossfire of that turbulent time in more ways than one. His newfound faith was sorely tested during those dark hours. He made it clear that, regardless of the cost, he would see it through. 

"Here without contemplating consequences, before High Heaven, and in the face of the world, I swear eternal fidelity to the just cause, as I deem it, of the land of my life, my liberty, and my love. Let none falter, who thinks he is right, and we may succeed." 

Everyone has seen the wonderful statue of President Lincoln in the Lincoln memorial. However, in the nation's capital there is another statue of President Abraham Lincoln worth seeing. It is a sculpture in bronze in the National Cathedral, of Lincoln kneeling in prayer. Gazing upon it, the visitor is reminded of what the President once told his intended secretary, Noah Brooks: 

"I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go." 

How much better off our nation would be today if more of our leaders realized that they stand the highest when they stand on their knees.

 

GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE

"Knowing that intercessory prayer is our mightiest weapon and the supreme call for all Christians today, I pleadingly urge our people everywhere to pray. Believing that prayer is the greatest contribution that our people can make in this critical hour, I humble urge that we take time to pray, to really pray. Let us pray for our nation. Let us pray for those who have never known Jesus Christ and redeeming love, for our national leaders. Let prayer be our passion. Let prayer be our practice."

While you would think that these words would have come from some great pastor or evangelist, such is not the case. It came from another godly man in American history who was a military leader. His name was Robert E. Lee. General Lee knew the power of the two greatest weapons in our spiritual arsenal, prayer and the Bible. Is it no surprise that in Satan's latest attack against our nation, he found it necessary to first remove prayer from our public schools? Not to mention the many attacks he has launched against the Bible using these same public educators. This is quite a change from what our public education system once thought of the Book of books. 

I never think of this time without remembering how that President Abraham Lincoln, like many other believers of that time, came to the conclusion that the Civil War was not so much a war freeing the southern slaves as it was indeed a judgment from God exacted on our nation for allowing this horrendous practice to continue for such a long time in the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

Robert E. Lee was as noble in defeat as he had been in victory. During the times of bitterness following the end of the war, Lee's spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness did much to heal the chasm between North and South. When a Southern clergyman spoke caustically in his presence of recent actions taken by the federal government, after a silence Lee said to him softly, "Doctor, there is a good old book which says 'Love your enemies.'" Then he added, "Do you think your remarks this evening were quite in the spirit of that teaching?" 

It is an interesting fact of history that General Lee defended the south, although he never owned slaves, while General Ulysses S. Grant led the north while he owned slaves. Today it is another class of citizen, the unborn, who have been enslaved by the monstrous abortion industry of America. What judgment awaits us for the millions of Americans who have died by the abortionist knife? God help us to repent, as a nation, over this evil among us before it is too late. 

 

STATE CHURCHES OF HISTORY

It seems that some out there feel that, if Christians become more involved in our government, it would lead to a state church system. Some of the most evil governments in history, not to mention today, have been based on the false premise of the state church system. God also condemns this system. In the Bible, He calls this type of government Mystery Babylon. It was a Medo-Persian state church that threw Daniel into the lions' den. It was a Babylonian state church that threw the three Hebrews into the fiery furnace. It was also a Jewish state church that crucified our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

When the Pilgrims, Baptists, and other Christian groups came to America, it was to escape the state church systems in Europe. The American Revolutionary War began when England tried to establish a state church in the colonies. If such a system was to even be considered in America, true, Bible believing Christians would be among the first to oppose it, and rightly so. On the other side of this issue, many Christians are very concerned about the fact that our nation has been slowly turning away from God over the last few decades. While many of us have been busy raising families, pastoring churches, doing missions work, and helping the needy, America has fallen victim to a long moral slide that has many citizens, including myself, extremely worried about the future of our nation and how this will effect us, our children, and in my case our grandchildren. Although God's people in the Bible opposed the state church concept, they were nevertheless very actively involved in the government of their nations. Joseph was a governor, Daniel an administrator, Esther a queen, David a king, etc. Jesus told us to render to Caesar. He also told us to be salt to the earth and light to the world. On behalf of believers everywhere, I simply wish to state that we want to be involved in the process of our government. I truly feel that no true American would want to deny that to anyone,simply because of their faith in God. In 1856, Horace Bushnell said that Americans, 

"as a nation, are witnesses to all mankind of the power there is in the gospel to establish at once, equality and order, liberty and justice, and so to organize a free commonwealth." 

Here, once again, we see reflected the view that our founding fathers used to make this nation great. It was the idea of establishing a Bible commonwealth, a nation based on the precepts of the Bible, with freedom of religion, and liberty and justice for all. All in all, our nation, as all others, will succeed or fail based on how closely we follow the mandates of God as given in the Holy Scriptures. 

It was Mystery Babylon using the state-church system in Israel to crucify Jesus. Even though they may have been able to use the Roman army as their hit men, it did not make them any less guilty. Then, in many ways, we are all guilty of that death, because it was caused by the sins of us all. 

When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people. - Psalms 105:13

In many ways this verse describes both Israel and America. We were both people who left a nation ruled by a king, to go to another nation to become a people of our own. Many of the problems that we face today are because we have forgotten the roots from which we sprang, or as we say up home, we have gotten above our raising!  While our leaders today have developed a terribly warped view of the separation of church and state, this has not always been so with our nation's leaders. Take the following, for example. 

"Resolved, That devoutly recognizing the supreme authority and just government of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and nations, and sincerely believing that no people however great in numbers and resources...can prosper without His favor, and at the same time deploring the national offenses which have provoked His righteous judgment, yet encouraged in this day of trouble by the assurance of His Word, to seek Him for succor according to His appointed way, through Jesus Christ, the Senate of the United States do hereby request the President of the United States, by his proclamation , to designate and set apart a day for national prayer and humiliation."

Would you believe that the radical right-wing extremists that wrote this piece of law was actually the United States Senate? This was at the height of the American Civil War. While I realize that not everyone that was a member of the Senate at that time were church-going Christians, I think this is a case of where there are no atheists in foxholes. Don't you think? 

This was not only the belief of the legislative branch alone. The executive branch believed in God at this time also. In December, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln stated: 

"I hold myself in my present position and with the authority vested in me as an instrument of Providence. I have my own views and purposes, I have my convictions of duty, and my notions of what is right to be done. But I am conscious every moment that all I am and all I have is subject to the control of a Higher Power, and that Power can use me or not use me in any manner, and at any time, as in His wisdom and might may be pleasing to Him." 

Concerning the Pilgrims and the Puritans, we need to realize that the Pilgrims, Baptists, and others came to America in rejection of Mystery Babylon so that they could return to New Testament Christianity. The Puritans, on the other hand, were endeavoring to purify the Church of England. In other words, they were bringing Mystery Babylon over here with them. A cursory look at history reveals all of the tragedies that this caused. Many of our godly leaders of the past understood this difference. 

 

PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN-2

"Whereas, the Senate of the United States devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority and just government of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and of nations, has, by a resolution requested the President to designate and set apart a day for national prayer and humiliation: and whereas, It is the duty of nations, as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their sins...and to recognize the sublime truth announced by the Holy scriptures, and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord; and inasmuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected to punishments and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear the awful calamity of civil war, which now desolates the land...Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to the God that made us."

These words were spoken by President Abraham Lincoln on May 30, 1863, in the midst of one of the greatest wars in the history of our nation. Even after his death, those left behind would speak of the virtues of this man. In 1865, in a memorial address concerning President Abraham Lincoln, Schuyler Colfax, Speaker of the House of Representatives, recalled: 

"Nor should I forget to mention here that the last official act of Congress ever signed by him was one requiring that the motto, in which he sincerely believed, 'In God we trust,' should hereafter be inscribed upon all our national coin." 

I truly feel that our nation is indeed in dire straits again today because we have forgotten the warnings of the past and of the Holy Scriptures. As far as I am concerned the more godly the leaders the more godly the nation. Many others down throughout the history of our nation feel this way also. When asked whether he believed if God directed the affairs of our nation, President Abraham Lincoln replied, 

"That the Almighty does make use of human agencies, and directly intervenes in human affairs, is one of the plainest statements of the Bible. I have had so many evidences of His direction, so many instances when I have been controlled by some other power than my own will, that I cannot doubt that this power comes from above." 

This godly leader was much more qualified than you or I to speak on what is best for our county. He not only spoke his beliefs openly but he laid down his life for them. Others alive at his time took careful note of his firm belief in God. On September 5, 1864, a group of black Americans from Baltimore, Maryland presented a Bible to president Abraham Lincoln. His response follows; 

"In regard to this Great Book, I have but to say, it is the best gift God has given to man. All the good Saviour gave to the world was communicated through this book. But for it, we could not know right from wrong. All things most desirable for man's welfare, here and hereafter, are to be found portrayed in it. To you I return my most sincere thanks for the elegant copy of the great Book of God which you present."

By Lincoln's own testimony, while he believed in God most of his adult life, it would be when he went to deliver the Gettysburg Address and saw the massive destruction there, that he became a Christian. Thus by the time of his second inaugural address, his perspective on the war as a whole had changed entirely.

"If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the offense came shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him?

Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God will that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsmen's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it mut be said, 'the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether'."

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Part 6-The Gilded Age

Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.- Luke 21:26

 

KNOWLEDGE SHALL INCREASE

Anyone who doesn't understand what Doctor Luke is telling us in this verse, needs only to watch the 6 o'clock news to be reminded that this is indeed true for the modern age that we live in. Stress has become an accepted fact of life. The real question should be why does there have to be so much stress in the world. The prophet Daniel gives us some good insight into this area.

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.- Daniel 12:4

One good way to analyze this statement is to look at the speed with which we travel (run to and fro). In the garden of Eden, if Adam wanted to get somewhere in a hurry, he would have jumped bareback onto a horse and would have then been able to travel at about 30 miles per hour. Going back to the first of this century, the same would have been true. Until then, the fastest man had traveled was about 30 miles per hour. Now just imagine what it would have been like if you traveled to work this morning at 30 mph. Since the turn of this century, with the invention of the automobile and manned flight, man now attains many times the speed that was the fastest anyone had traveled in all the 5,900 years of history that had passed before. Indeed, man in running to and fro because knowledge has been increased.

A recent stress management seminar that I attended here at the Sunday School Board illustrated this phenomena quite well. A recent study of the growth of knowledge throughout history shows this very dramatically. First you must take all the knowledge obtained from the beginning of time up until the time of Jesus Christ at the height of the Roman Empire, a total of 4,000 years, and give this body of knowledge a value of 1. It takes a total of only 1,500 years for all of the knowledge in the world to double. Following this period of time, the increase of knowledge would explode. One of the main reasons for this dramatic increase is one man who literally left his old world to discover a new one.

"I am a most unworthy sinner, but I have cried out to the Lord for grace and mercy, and they have covered me completely. I have found the sweetest consolation since I made it my whole purpose to enjoy His marvelous presence. For the execution of the journey to the Indies, I did not make use of intelligence, mathematics, or maps. It is simply the fulfillment of what Isaiah prophesied."-Christopher Columbus 

The prophecy that Christopher Columbus spoke of, the one that he would use to change the world forever, is found in....

It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:- Isaiah 40:22

Keeping in mind that the first 4,000 years of knowledge was doubled in only 1,500 years is just the beginning. All the knowledge of the human race would double again between 1500 and 1800, a mere 300 years. Now things really begin to pick up. Between 1800 and 1900, human knowledge would again double in 100 years. 

A good example of this is to take a moment to look at the technology of war. Think for a moment. What type of weapons were used in the Civil War? World War I? World War II? The Civil War was fought in the 1860's. World War I is fought only 50 years later. World War II is fought only 30 years after World War I. Yet the Civil War began with horses and calvary charges and World War II ended with nuclear warfare. Do you begin to see the magnitude of the change in mankind's knowledge in just 80 years? You can begin to see how stress has become a way of life for Americans and the world.

There are many kinds of stress in the world today, however. Many of you may remember Colonel Oliver North, the center of a firestorm that we now call the Iran-Contra Scandal. Many do not realize that Oliver North is a dedicated Christian. It was during these stressful days for him and his family that, although totally surrounded by federal security officers, a little old lady presented a small 3x5 card to the colonel. The words on that card, just like the words that so influenced Columbus came from the prophet Isaiah.

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.- Isaiah 40:31

So you see, God can work wonders in the midsts of our stressful situations. Returning to the subject of the increase in knowledge, during the next 50 years, from 1900 to 1950, all of human knowledge doubles again. From 1950 to 1970, it doubles again. By 1980, all of human knowledge is doubling every decade. Now we have entered the computer age. The next 5 years sees another doubling of knowledge. By 1990, it is doubling at a rate of 2.5 years. Today knowledge is doubling at the staggering rate of every 18 months. In other words, from the beginning of recorded history until 1900, mankind's knowledge has increased by 800%. However since the beginning of 1900 until now, knowledge has increased over 6,400%. Put another way, all of the human knowledge that we have obtained to date will amount to less than 1/5th of what we will know by the turn of the millenium, a scant 4 years away. Yes, as Daniel had prophesied, knowledge is indeed increasing!

With all of this going on around us, is it any wonder that we feel fearful sometimes. God has an answer for that also in...

Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.- II Timothy 1:6-7

Now let's go back to Doctor Luke and finish the sermon that Jesus is giving on the fearful times we are living in. Verse 26 is followed by verses 27 and 28 which state...

And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.- Luke 21:27-28

 

JUST WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN NATION?

A Christian nation is not made by legislation, but rather is a natural extension of the faith of the people. In fact, I feel that the people are not nearly as important as the object of that faith. For instance... 

For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens. - Psalms 96:5

It is indeed a sad fact that modern academia seems to consider such statements of faith as politically incorrect. Many educators of the past were not nearly so ashamed of their faith in God. One good example of this is Charles Hodge, professor of Princeton who dies on June 19, 1878. He truly understood the difference between a Christian nation and the state-church systems of Mystery Babylon. 

"No man is molested for his religion or for his want of religion. No man is required to profess any form of faith, or to join any religious association. More than this cannot be reasonably be demanded. More, however, is demanded. The infidel demands that the government should be conducted on the principle that Christianity is false. The atheist demands that it should be conducted on the assumption that there is no God. The sufficient answer to all this is that it cannot possibly be done." 

It seems that he was almost speaking prophetically of the godless time that we live in today, doesn't it. Our national history is replete with such statement of faith by our past leaders. Schuyler Colfax was vice-president under United States president Ulysses S. Grant. He made the following statement. 


"Man derives his greatest happiness not by that which he does for himself, but by what he accomplishes for others. This is a sad world at best: a world of sorrow, of suffering, of injustice, and falsification. Men stab those whom they hate with the stiletto of slander. But it is for the followers of our Lord to improve it, and to make it more as Christ would have it. The most precious crown of fame that a human being can ask is to kneel at the bar of God and hear the beautiful words, 'Well done, good and faithful servant.'." 

Let us make it our prayer that God will raise up leaders like this for our nation once again, while there is still time. God save America. The destiny of America is best explained by another national leader who lived many centuries before our nation was founded. 

All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name. - Psalms 86:9

While our leaders today have forgotten this great truth, many of our leaders of the past knew the importance of these basic tenets to the success of America as a nation. For instance, President Andrew Johnson understood the proper relationship that we should take towards our nation and our God. 


"Let us look forward to the time when we can take the flag of our country and nail it below the Cross, and there let it wave as it waved in the olden times, and let us gather around it and inscribe for our motto: 'Liberty and Union, one and inseparable, now and forever", and exclaim: Christ first, our country next!"

Another former leader who understood this was also a Civil War veteran. Rutherford B. Hayes entered the Civil War as a major in the 23rd Ohio volunteers. After seeing much action and being sorely wounded, at the end of the war, he was a major-general. He would later be elected to Congress and become our 19th President. 

"I am a firm believer in the Divine teachings, perfect example, and atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. I believe also in the Holy Scriptures as the revealed word of God to the world for its enlightenment and salvation."

The editor of the New York Evening Post, William Cullen Bryant who was a major media mogul of his day, also understood how much the Holy Scriptures were linked to the founding of our nation. He once wrote, 

"The sacredness of the Bible awes me, and I approach it with the same sort of reverential feeling that an ancient Hebrew might be supposed to feel who was about to touch the ark of God with unhallowed hands."

Quite a difference from the attitude of most media today, don't you think? 'Tis a pity more people don't realize what God has done for us as a nation, but that, as you have said before, is one of the root causes of the problem we are facing today. If more people only knew what King David of Israel knew.... 

The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. - Psalms 113:4

Even Justice William O. Douglas, one of the Supreme Court's leading liberal judges in years past stated, 

"We are a religious people whose institutions presuppose a Supreme Being." However, if there is hope for men like him, there must be hope for all those historical revisionists out there. Many of our national leaders, even in this, the most ungodly century in our nation's history have understood this. 

On November 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was cut down by assassins' bullets. The speech he was to deliver that day ended with these words: 

"We in this country, in this generation, are by destiny rather than choice the watchmen on the walls of world freedom. We ask, therefore, that we may be worthy of our power and responsibility, that we may exercise our strength with wisdom and restraint, and that we may achieve in our time and for all time the ancient vision of peace on earth, goodwill toward men. That must always be our goal. For as was written long ago, 'Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain'." 

An interesting 1905 Arkansas Supreme Court was quoted by Supreme Court Justice David Brewer in his lecture "The United States, a Christian Nation". The opinion rendered in the case of Shover vs. The State, 10 English, 263, included the following statement. "This system of religion (Christianity) is recognized as constituting a part and parcel of the common law." 

It is truly wonderful to see how easy it is to see evidence of the Christian heritage of our nation. That is, if you are not afraid to look for it.

 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

Theodore Roosevelt became president in 1901. He was a soldier, an author, and a Nobel Prize Winner. He led the Rough Riders up San Juan Hill to win the Spanish American War and free the Cuban people from a repressive regime. His feelings about Christians and citizenship was very different from the that of the historical revisionists that have endeavored to write God out of the American history books.

"The true Christian is the true citizen, lofty of purpose, resolute in endeavor, ready for a hero's deeds, but never looking down on his task because it is cast in the day of small things; scornful of baseness, awake to his own duties as well as to his rights, following the higher law with reverence, and in the world doing all that is in his power lies, so that when death comes he may feel that mankind is in some degree better because he lived."

Many weighty responsibilities filled his hours, as it does for our Chief Executive today. While many in today's culture feel the need for psychiatrists, psychologists, and psycho-therapists to calm their fears in the hectic world of today, President Roosevelt found another outlet that allowed him to release the pressures that he faced while carrying out his office.

"After a week on perplexing problems, it does so rest my soul to come into the house of the Lord and to sing and mean it, "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty...". My great joy and glory that, in occupying an exalted position in the nation, I am enabled, to preach the practical moralities of the Bible to my fellow-countrymen and to hold up Christ as the hope and Savior of the world."

A fervent student of the Bible and of Bible prophecy, he looked at the world around him, as we changed from an agricultural to a cosmopolitan nation, and saw in it great opportunities and great dangers. It was not the trade deficit, foreign entanglements, or even the always looming possibility of war which concerned him most. It was the double-edged sword of progress.

"Progress has brought us both unbounded opportunities and unbridled difficulties. Thus the measure of our civilization will not be that we have done much, but what we have done with that much. I believe that the next half century will determine if we will advance the cause of Christian civilization or revert to the horrors of brutal paganism. The thought of a modern industry in the hands of Christian charity is a dream worth dreaming. The thought of industry in the hands of paganism is a nightmare beyond imagining. The choice between the two is upon us." 

It is very interesting to note that two forces that arose years later, Nazism and Communism, would prove just how accurate his assessment was. It is similar forces at work in our nation today that are endeavoring to turn us from the course God has set out for us as a people that we are currently having to contend with. Truly this was a man cut from the same mold as George Washington. He deeply understood just where the basis of our modern culture came from. It was not a godless, secular order that was set up by the founding fathers.

"Every thinking man, when he thinks, realizes that the teachings of the Bible are so interwoven and entwined with our whole civic and social life that it would be literally impossible for us to figure ourselves what that life would be if these standards were removed. We would lose almost all the standards by which we now judge both public and private morals; all the standards towards which we, with more or less resolution, strive to raise ourselves."

Little did President Theodore Roosevelt know just how prophetic his words would be as we face today exactly what he warned of in the earlier part of this century. God help us to raise up men and women of a similar heart, who will help turn our nation back to God while there is still time.

 

WOODROW WILSON

Woodrow Wilson was an educator, author, President of Princeton University, and Governor of New Jersey. He became our 28th President of the United States. On March 4, 1913, in his inaugural address, he proclaimed that, at that auspicious moment, he felt....

"God's own presence, where justice and mercy are reconciled and the Judge and the Brother are one....God helping me, I will not fail."

President Wilson was a devoted student of the Holy Scriptures. Speaking of his faith in the Bible and its affect on the American culture, he stated....

"A man had deprived himself of the best there is in the world who has deprived himself of this, a knowledge of the Bible. When you have read the Bible, you will know it is the word of God, because you will have found it the key to your own heart, your own happiness, and your own duty. I am sorry for the men who do not read the Bible every day. I wonder why they deprive themselves?"

At a rally in Denver, Colorado, President Wilson would make a statement that was very prophetic when we look at how we, as a nation, have ignored its wisdom today.

"A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday, does not know what it is today, nor what it is trying to do. We are trying to do a futile thing if we do not know where we came from or what we have been about. The Bible is the one supreme source of revelation of the meaning of life, the nature of God, and spiritual nature and needs of men. It is the only guide of life which really leads the spirit in the way of peace and salvation. America was born a Christian nation. America was born to exemplify that devotion to the elements of righteousness which are derived from the revelations of Holy Scripture."

He was invited, in 1913, to a very special ceremony at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, the site of the famous and decisive battle of the American Civil War. He asked a very important question of the audience that day. One which we need to ask of ourselves also.

"Here is the nation God has builded by our hands. What shall we do with it?"

I wish to leave us all to ponder this most important question, and pray that we will recognize the importance of it while there is still time.

 

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Part 7-A World Power

That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance. - Psalms 106:5

 

TWENTIETH CENTURY INAUGURATIONS

Warren Gamaliel Harding was a newspaper editor, state senator, U.S. Senator, and became the 29th President of the United States. On March 4, 1921, he stated in his inaugural address....

"What doth the Lord require of thee but to do justly and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?"

Lyndon Baines Johnson was the 36th President. He first took office when President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was assassinated. On January 20, 1965, in his inaugural address, he made reference to King Solomon and the prophet Isaiah, when he said....

"If we fail now, we will have forgotten that democracy rests on faith.... For myself, I ask only in the words of an ancient leader: 'Give me now wisdom and knowledge that I may go out and come in before this people'.... Come now, let us reason together."

The 37th President of the United States was Richard Milhous Nixon. On January 20, 1969, in his inaugural address, he proclaimed....

"Let us go forward firm in our faith....sustained by our confidence in the will of God."

Gerald Ford became the 38th President of the United States following the Watergate Scandal which deposed Richard Nixon. He stated in his inaugural address on August 9, 1974....

"I ask you to confirm me as your president with your prayers....God helping me, I will not let you down."

Finally I wish to take a look at Jimmy Carter, our 39th President. It was President Carter who would bring the term "born again" to the public eye. He would also, totally out of political character for most politicians, claim full blame for the failed attempt to rescue our hostages in Iran. In his inaugural address on January 20, 1977, he proclaimed his faith in God's word when he said....

"Here before me is the Bible used in the inauguration of our first President in 1789, and I have just taken the oath of office on the Bible my mother gave me just a few years ago, opened to the timeless admonition from the ancient prophet Micah: 'He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God"

While many of our national leaders, both past and present, have only mouthed these words to gain favor with the American people, others truly meant them from their hearts. It is important to note that all of these leaders felt that America's people were a people who believed and revered God and His word. Pray for a time when God will raise up again leaders who really do believe in God, and bring to the light of day the evil deeds of those who are only mouthing meaningless platitudes.

 

CALVIN COOLIDGE

John Calvin Coolidge was a mayor, state senator, governor of Massachusetts, and vice-president under Warren G. Harding. In a message he gave in 1923 entitled "The Destiny of America", he proclaimed....

"If there be a destiny, it is of no avail for us unless we work with it. The ways of Providence will be of no advantage to us unless we proceed in the same direction. If we perceive a destiny in America, if we believe that Providence has been the guide, our own success, our own salvation require that we should act and serve in harmony and obedience."

Speaking of our founding fathers in this address, he stated....

"They were intent upon establishing a Christian commonwealth in accordance with the principle of self-government. They were an inspired body of men. It has been said that God sifted the nations that He might send choice grain into the wilderness. Who can fail to see in it the hand of destiny? Who can doubt that it has been guided by a Divine Providence?"

Upon becoming the 30th President of United States, in his inaugural on March 4, 1925, he stated his belief in our Christian heritage when he said....

"America seeks no empires built on blood and force. No ambition, no temptation, lures her to thought of foreign dominion. The legions which she sends forth are armed, not with the sword, but with the Cross. The higher state to which she seeks the allegiance of all mankind is not human, but of Divine origin. She cherishes no purpose, save to merit the favor of Almighty God."

In 1923, he gave a stern warning for the future of our nation that we should take to heart today. In it he gave a grave definition to the moral crisis that our nation is currently facing.

"The strength of our country is the strength of its religious convictions. The foundations of our society and our government rest so much on the teachings of the Bible that it would be difficult to support them if faith in these teachings would cease to be practically universal in our country."

Thus we see the dilemma that faces us today. The blame for this I lay squarely at the door of the church. Before we can expect our nation to turn back to God, our churches must. If we cannot teach the pure and simple doctrines of the Bible, undiluted by the opinions of men, godly or otherwise, we cannot honestly expect any one else to ever take us seriously again. 

Please pray for the time that the church in America will again hold high the torch that has been passed to us by past generations. If we do not, then what happens to America is totally our own fault.

 

HERBERT HOOVER

Herbert Clark Hoover was a mining engineer and, during World War I, was the food administrator for the United States government. He became our 31st president and, in his inaugural address on March 4, 1929, he stated, 

"This occasion is not alone the administration of the most sacred oath which can be assumed by an American citizen. It is a dedication and consecration under God to the highest office in service of our people. I assume this trust in the humility of knowledge that only through the guidance of Almighty Providence can I hope to discharge its ever-increasing burdens. I ask help of Almighty God in this service." 

In 1943, as the specter of World War II became an ever-present danger, Herbert Hoover, along with several other national leaders, issued a joint statement addressing the concerns of that day.

"Menaced by collectivist trends, we must seek revival of our strength in the spiritual foundations which are the bedrock of our republic. Democracy is the outgrowth of the religious conviction of the sacredness of every human life. On the religious side, its highest embodiment is the Bible; on the political side, the Constitution."

With the war finally behind them, the new menace of atheistic communism was threatening the freedom of the world in 1950. In a radio broadcast on April 27, Hoover would once again reaffirm his belief in the forces which had made America truly the great nation it was at that time.

"What the world needs today is a definite, spiritual mobilization of the nations who believe in God against the tide of Red agnosticism. It needs a moral mobilization against the hideous ideas of the police state and human slavery. And in rejecting an atheistic other world, I am confident that the Almighty God will be with us."

With all these forces opposing our nation during the early years of the twentieth century, it becomes obvious what many Americans, including godly leaders like President Herbert Hoover, knew was needed to turn our nation, or any nation, from the downward path and back to the God of our fathers.

"The whole inspiration of our civilization springs from the teachings of Christ and the lessons of the prophets. To read the Bible for these fundamentals is a necessity of American life." 

If this wisdom would just be taken to our hearts today, we would begin to make much greater headway in turning our nation back to God.

  

FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT

Franklin Delano Roosevelt became our 32nd president as our nation was in the throes of the great depression. In his first inaugural address, on March 4, 1933, he made the famous statement that we still hear so often today. This statement becomes even more powerful when you get to hear, as Paul Harvey has so often said, the rest of the story.

"The only thing we have to fear is fear itself. We face arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage of national unity; with the clear consciousness of seeking old and precious moral values. In this dedication of a nation we humbly ask the blessing of God. May He protect each and every one of us! May He guide me in the days to come!"

One of the things that made Roosevelt so popular with the American people was his many radio "fireside chats" broadcasts that helped to strengthen so many during those dark days. During a radio broadcast in 1935, he stated....

"We cannot read the history of our rise and development as a nation, without reckoning with the place the Bible has occupied in shaping the advances of the Republic. Where we have been the truest and most consistent in obeying its precepts, we have attained the greatest measure of contentment and prosperity."

During World War II, Gideons International printed multitudes of New Testaments that were given to our troops as they left for the service. The prologue to this Bible was written by President Roosevelt and was short and to the point as to why these Bibles were given out.

"As Commander-in-Chief, I take pleasure in commending the reading of the Bible to all who serve in the armed forces of the United States. Throughout the centuries men of many faiths and diverse origins have found in the Sacred Book words of wisdom, counsel, and inspiration. It is a fountain of strength and now, as always, an aid in attaining the highest aspirations of the human soul."

In the darkest hours of the war, President Roosevelt attended a mid-Atlantic summit with British Prime Minister Winston Churchill. During this meeting, Roosevelt stated that the United States was , "the lasting concord between men and nations, founded on the principles of Christianity". He then requested the crew of the ship he was on to join him in a rousing chorus of "Onward, Christian Soldiers".

Pray that God will raise up a new generation of Christian soldiers, to help turn our nation back to the God of our fathers.

  

 

 

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD

Summary-America at the Crossroads

I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations. - Psalms 108:3

 

HARRY TRUMAN

Harry S. Truman was vice-president under President Franklin Roosevelt. Truman would become our 33rd president when Roosevelt died in 1945. President Truman would conclude his first address to Congress with these words.

"At this moment I have in my heart a prayer. As I have assumed my heavy duties, I humbly pray to Almighty God in the words of King Solomon 'Give therefore Thy servant an understanding heart to judge Thy people that I may discern between good and bad; for who is able to judge this Thy so great a people?' I ask only to be a good and faithful servant of my Lord and my people." 

On January 20, 1949, in his inaugural address, President Truman stated....

"We believe that all men are created equal because they are created in the image of God. With God's help the future of mankind will be assured in a world of justice, harmony, and peace."

President Truman was a praying man. He would often take time alone to commune with God on some of the weightier matters of state. One of his favorite prayers was....

"O Almighty and Everlasting God, Creator of Heaven, Earth, and the Universe, help me to be, to think, to act what is right, because it is right. Make me truthful, honest, and honorable in all things; make me intellectually honest for the sake of right and honor and without thought of reward to me. Give me the ability to be charitable, forgiving, and patient with my fellow men. Help me to understand their motives and their shortcomings, even as thou understandest mine! Amen."

When asked about what caused America to become so great during the years following two World Wars, he stated his belief that it was because of our legal system and explained thusly.

"The fundamental basis of this nation's laws was given to Moses on the Mount. The fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teachings we get from Exodus and Saint Matthew, from Isaiah and Saint Paul. I don't think we emphasize that enough these days. If we don't have a proper fundamental moral background, we will finally end up with a totalitarian government which does not believe in rights for anybody except the State!"

If only our present legal system could attain to this level of jurisprudence, what a difference we would see in America today! Here again we also see an almost prophetic warning from one of our past Chief Executives. Let us pray that our nation will take this warning, and so many others that we have seen, to heart while there is still time left to turn our nation back to God.

 

DWIGHT EISENHOWER

Dwight David Eisenhower was the Supreme Commander, Allied Forces, Europe in World War II. He would become America's 34th President. It was President Eisenhower who would signed into law Joint Resolution 243, which added the phrase "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance. This phrase was taken from Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. His reason for supporting this action was, in his own words,

"In this way we are reaffirming the transcendence of religious faith in America's heritage and future; in this way we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons which forever will be our country's most powerful resource in peace and war."

If only we, as a nation, could reclaim this truth today, it would make for a much brighter tomorrow for us all. It is our desertion of these historical facts that has put us in the sad place where we find ourselves today. President Eisenhower explained our heritage very simply and directly.

"The purpose of a devout and united people was set forth in the pages of the Bible...(1) to live in freedom...(2) to work in a prosperous land... and (3) to obey the commandments of God. This Biblical story of the Promised land inspired the founders of America. It continues to inspire us."

In his inaugural address on January 21, 1957, he stated....

"Before all else, we seek upon our common labor as a nation, the blessings of Almighty God, and the hopes in our hearts fashion the deepest prayers of our whole people."

President Eisenhower was a student of the Bible. He found its counsel comforting during many of the crucial times he faced as our national leader. Addressing this, he once said....

"The spirit of man is more important than mere physical strength, and the spiritual fiber of a nation than its wealth. The Bible is endorsed by the ages. Our civilization is built upon its words. In no other book is there such a collection of inspired wisdom, reality, and hope."

Pray that God would raise up again today, leaders both national and local, who would stand on their faith in God during times of crisis, such as President Dwight Eisenhower did. In this way, with prayers such as this, that we can all do our small part to help turn our nation back to God.

 

JOHN F. KENNEDY

Probably one of the most popular Americans of this century has been President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. Not only was he the youngest American ever elected president, but he was also a graduate of Harvard, a U.S. Congressman and Senator, but also a PT boat commander in World War II. He stated, in his inaugural address on January 20, 1961....

"The rights of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it, and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you. Ask what you can do for your country. Let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but know that here on earth God's work must truly be our own."

President Kennedy was also very active in the civil rights movement. His reason for this was clear.

"The question for our time is not whether all men are brothers. That question has been answered by God who place us on this earth together. The questions is whether we have the strength and the will to make the brotherhood of man the guiding principle of our daily lives."

It was during the Kennedy Presidency that the Supreme Court of the United States outlawed Bible reading and prayer in public schools, a practice that had been part of American education from the time of the founding fathers. We are still suffering from the effects of this ruling still today. Ever since that time we have been on a long moral slide away from the God of our fathers. It is a well known fact of history that President Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963, within a year of this fateful decision. What is not so well known is the concluding words of the speech he was about to deliver when he died.

"We in this country, in this generation are, by destiny rather than choice, the watchmen on the walls of world freedom. We ask, therefore, that we may be worthy of our power and responsibility, that we may exercise our strength with wisdom and restraint, and that we may achieve in our time and for all time the ancient vision of peace on earth, goodwill toward men. That must always be our goal. For as was written long ago, 'Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.'."

Let us pray that we will take these words to heart, and pray for new leaders who will come forth to help us as we endeavor to turn our nation back to God.

RONALD REAGAN

Ronald Wilson Reagan was the 40th President of the United States. His concern for our country was evident when, in 1980, he said....

"The time has come to turn to God and reassert our trust in Him for the healing of America. Our country is in need of and ready for a spiritual renewal."

On October 4, 1982, per request by a joint resolution of Congress, President Reagan declared 1983 the "Year of the Bible". This resolution, Public Law 97-280, stated....

"Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, that the President is authorized and requested to designate 1983 as a nation 'Year of the Bible' in recognition of both the formative influence the Bible has been for our nation, and our national need to study and apply the teachings of the Holy Scriptures."

Being a student of American history, President Reagan had a very clear understanding of the original intent of the founding fathers, when he stated on January 25, 1984....

"America was founded by people who believed that God was their rock of safety. I recognize we must be cautious in claiming that God is on our side, but I think it's all right to keep asking if we're on His side."

Concerning the long moral slide of our nation over the past few decades, President Reagan said, after the enactment of the "Equal Access Bill of 1984"....

"In 1962, the Supreme Court in the New York prayer case banned the saying of prayers. In 1963, the Court banned the reading of the Bible in our public schools. From that point on, the courts pushed the meaning of the ruling every outward, so that now our children are not allowed voluntary prayer. We even had to pass a law to allow student prayer groups the same access to school rooms after classes that a Young Marxist Society, for example, would already enjoy with no opposition. The 1962 decision opened the way to a flood of similar suits. Once religion had been made vulnerable, a series of assaults were made in one court after another, on one issue after another. Without God there is no virtue because there is no prompting of the conscience. Without God there is a coarsening of the society. Without God democracy will not and cannot long endure. If we ever forget that we are one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone forever."

President Reagan's concern for our nation and it's turning from God ran deep. While he did what he could to stem the tide, with both a liberal, left-leaning Congress and Supreme Court standing against him, his success was limited. In his 1988 National Day of Prayer Proclamation, he expressed these concerns, and what has proven throughout history to be the only remedy for such a situation.

"Let us, young and old, join together, as did the First Continental Congress, in the first step, humble heartfelt prayer. Let us do so for the love of God and His great goodness, in search of His guidance, and the grace of repentance, in seeking His blessings, His peace, and the resting of His kind and holy hands on ourselves, our nation, our friends in the defense of freedom, and all mankind, now and always."

If only the people of this great nation would open their hearts to pleas such as this, found both in our own history and in God's holy word, there is no limit to what would be achieved as we all begin to work together to turn our nation back to God.

 

GEORGE BUSH

George Bush was the 41st President of the United States of America. On May 3, 1990, he declared a national day of prayer, during which he stated....

"The great faith that led our nation's founding fathers to pursue this bold experience in self-government has sustained us in uncertain and perilous times; it has given us strength and inspiration to this very day. Like them, we do very well to recall our 'firm reliance on the protection of divine providence' to give thanks for the freedom and prosperity this nation enjoys, and to pray for continued help and guidance from our wise and loving Creator."

In 1992, he would declare another national day of prayer, where he proclaimed....

"Whatever our individual religious convictions may be, each of us is invited to join in this national day of prayer. Indeed, although we may find our own words to express it, each of us can echo this timeless prayer of Solomon, the ancient king who prayed for, and received, the gift of wisdom. 'The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; may He not leave us or forsake us; so that He may incline our hearts to Him, to walk in all His ways, that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God. There is no other.'."

One of the major events to occur during this presidency was the Persian Gulf War, in response to Iraqi leader Sadam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait. This is a notable event as this king believes that he is the reincarnation of King Nebuchanezzar who took the nation Israel into captivity in the 6th century BC. The Middle East, and most notably the nation of Israel is the centerpiece of the end times scenario as given in the Holy Scriptures. Thus, here in the last days, God once again turns the attention of the world to Israel.

  

THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS

"The secret of my success? It is simple. It is found in the Bible, 'In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths." 

Very wise words indeed, spoken by one of the true geniuses of our century, George Washington Carver in 1939. One thing I always find interesting is the fact that some of the best statements about our heritage comes from some of the most unusual of sources. For instance, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Earl Warren in Time magazine in February 15, 1954, 


"I believe no one can read the history of our country without realizing that the Good Book and the Spirit of the Savior have from the beginning been our guiding genius. Whether we look to the first charter of Virginia or to the charter of Massachusetts Bay or to the fundamental orders of Connecticut, the same objective is present, a Christian land governed by Christian principles. I believe the entire Bill of Rights came into being because of the knowledge our forefathers had of the Bible and their belief in it. I like to believe we are living today in the spirit of the Christian religion. I like also to believe that as long as we do so, no great harm can come to our country." 

Many of us seem to forget, or never knew, the God of the Bible who made this nation great in its beginning. God also judges those nations who turn from Him, as King David tells us in.... 

Who smote great nations, and slew mighty kings; Nations such as ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome come to mind. More recent examples could include Germany and Japan. America needs to heed these examples lest we follow them. - Psalms 135:10

While many feel the judiciary branch of our government has had much to do with the current situation, not all judges are of the liberal and secular bend. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia has recently taken quite a beating by the liberal media for his comments during a recent prayer breakfast he attended. He spoke of the growing scorn of all things Christian by our liberal media and said, 

"To be honest about it, that is the view of Christians taken by modern society. Surely those who adhere to all or most of these traditional Christian beliefs are to be regarded as simple-minded. They just will not have anything to do with miracles. They assume that everything from Easter morning to the Ascension had to be made up by the groveling enthusiasts (Christ's disciples) as part of their plan to get themselves martyred." 

Justice Scalia hit the nail right on the head as far as the media bias in this country is concerned. Another current Supreme Court Justice, Clarence Thomas, spoke the following words on June 10, 1996. 

"Remember that good manners will open doors that even the best education will not and cannot. Even though you might have strong feelings about a matter, that does not give you license to have bad manners." 

These are words that I feel people on both sides of the aisle in this discussion need to remember. Political correctness or religious zeal is no excuse for bad manners. 

 

WHY HAS GOD BLESSED AMERICA?

He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the LORD. - Psalms 147:20

Other nations did not have God's word, thus they were not held to as high a standard as the client nation of Israel. Today this same thing can be said for America. Look at the evolution issue. What is taught in the public schools is a far cry from what happened, on Christmas Eve in 1968, when Astronaut Frank Borman, commander of Apollo VIII quoted from the book of Genesis, when he spoke the following words which traveled from the moon to the millions on the earth below; 

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light; and there was light. And God saw that it was good."

President George Bush, in A Proclamation of a National Day of Prayer, stated on May 3, 1990: 

"The great faith that led our Nation's founding fathers to pursue this bold experience in self-government has sustained us in uncertain times; it has given us strength and inspiration to this very day. Like them, we do very well to recall our 'firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence' to give thanks for the freedom and prosperity this Nation enjoys, and to pray for continued help and guidance from our wise and loving Creator." 

 

NATIONAL LEADERS

O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. - Psalms 117:1

 A Lutheran church near Valley Forge was pastored by Henry Muhlenberg who noted that, 

 "From all appearance, General George Washington does not belong to the so-called world of society, for the respects God's word, believes in the atonement through Christ, and bears himself in humility and gentleness. Therefore, the Lord God has also singularly, yea, marvelously, preserved him from harm in the midst of countless perils." 

Our history is literally doted with such stories. Take, for instance, this statement by a founding father that many consider not to be a believer in God. Benjamin Franklin proposed Pennsylvania's first day of fasting in 1748 with the following words. 

"It is the duty of mankind on all suitable occasions to acknowledge their dependence on the Divine Being, that Almighty God would mercifully interpose and still the rage of war among nations, and that He would take this province under His protection, confound the designs and defeat the attempts of its enemies, and unite our hearts and strengthen our hands in every undertaking that may be for the public good, and for our defence and security in this time of danger." 

Many of our earlier leaders also shared the view that it was the Providence of God and not so much the will of man that made our nation what it is today. President John Adams recorded in his diary in February of 1765 the following words. 

"I always consider the settlement of America with reverence and wonder, as the opening of a grand scene and design in Providence for the illumination of the ignorant, and the emancipation of the slavish part of mankind all over the earth." 

It would be many years after this that slavery would finally be destroyed in America but that day did finally come. I just wish that we, as a people, could turn back to God once again. Although they are few and far between, there are still some national leaders today who still realize this. One of them was President Ronald Reagan. His comments on the founding of our nation follows. 

"Our founders came in search of religious freedom. Landing on a desolate shoreline, they established a spiritual foundation that has served us ever since. It was the hard work of our people, the freedom they enjoyed and their faith in God that built this country and made it the envy of the world. In all of our great cities and town, evidence of the faith of our people is found: houses of worship of every denomination are among the oldest structures." 

President Reagan also had the number of those historical revisionists and others who are trying to silence the truth of our nation's godly heritage. 

"The frustrating thing is that those who are attacking religion claim they are doing it in the name of tolerance, freedom, and open-mindedness. Question: Isn't the real truth that they are intolerant of religion? They refuse to tolerate its importance in our lives." 

While our nation has been in the throes of a long moral decay, we have still had leaders recently who were not afraid to speak out on the faith of our founding fathers. In 1974, Gerald Ford said, 

"Without God there could be no American form of government, nor an American way of life. Recognition of the Supreme Being is the first - the most basic - expression of Americanism. Thus, the founding fathers of America saw it, and thus with God's help, it will continue to be." 

Another twentieth century chief executive who was not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ was Jimmy Carter. His humility was something that I wish many of our leaders and citizens could do well to use more of, myself included. The following words of his strike a cord with me. 

"I was a Sunday school teacher and a deacon, and I professed to be quite concerned about my religious duties. But when asked the question, whether there was enough evidence to convict me of being a Christian, I finally decided that if arrested, I could probably talk my way out of it! It was a sobering thought." 

It is a simple matter to go to the writings of history to see what our nation was based upon. For instance, Bruce Barton an American business executive who lived from 1886 to 1967 shared his faith in this way. 

"Voltaire spoke of the Bible as a short-lived book. He said that within a hundred years it would pass from common use. Not many people read Voltaire today, but his house has been packed with Bibles as a depot of a Bible society. The Bible rose to the place it now occupies because it deserved to rise to that place, and not because God sent anybody with a box of tricks to prove its divine authority." 

Another one of our godly leaders from the past, President James Monroe, understood our history much better than many of us today. 

"We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it. We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves, to control ourselves, to sustain ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God." 

We have lost this simple truth in today's modern culture. Such proclamations are deemed uncultured and, to some, downright dangerous. This is one of the sadder signs of our times. Let us pray that our nation will turn back to God.

 

THE POWER OF PRAYER

There is often a vast difference between what Jesus said about Christianity and what the clergy often have to say on the behalf of religion. In fact, there is a vast difference between what religious leaders say, and what most believers believe according to a fascinating article about prayer entitled "Is God Listening?" which appears in the March 31, 1997 issue of Newsweek. A poll they took gave some very interesting results. 

"82% say they ask for health or success for a child or family member when they pray; 75% ask for strength to overcome personal weakness; 87% say that God answers prayers; 51% think God doesn't answer prayers to win sporting events; 36% never pray for financial or career success; 29% say they pray to God more than once a day; 82% say they believe that God does not play favorites in answering prayers; 79% say God answers prayers for healing someone with an incurable disease; 73% think prayers for help in finding a job are answered; 54% say that when God doesn't answer their prayers, it means it wasn't God's will to answer; and 82% don't turn away from God when prayers go unanswered." 

This does much to restore one's faith in our country, especially when you consider that Newsweek can be called anything except a Christian publication. When I saw this in the news rack, I bought a copy immediately. This is the first time in years I have bought one of these publications, but it goes a long way to show how the current climate in our nation is actually working to bring many people closer to God, while the media and religious leaders continue to drift farther from God, and the historical revisionists continue to endeavor to write the Living God out of our history books.

 

NATION AT THE CROSSROADS

It is indeed good to know that, in our country, l have freedom of speech, unlike many nations under the control of Mystery Babylon's church-state systems. I am afraid that there you and I would be in deep trouble, if still alive at all. Former Pennsylvania Governor Robert Casey made some interesting statements concerning this problem when speaking recently at the 50th anniversary of the Christian Life Commission. 

"Twenty-four years ago, abortion was sold to America as a social cure or resolution. Instead, it has left us wounded and divided." 

He echoed the concerns of many Christians on this matter when he stated that.... 

"It tears at our soul. The issue is about not how comfortable we will live, but how we will live with our conscience. But beyond that, it tells us who we are. Our generation alone has made abortion a social good; has dared to call the victim a thing, the act a service, the perpetrator a provider, a health-care provider. My party is off the charts. What about the Republican Party? What good is a 15% tax cut or a capital gains tax cut or a balanced budget or a college tuition credit to a nameless, faceless, powerless child who never had a chance to be born? If we can't protect life, what's left?" 

I feel that in this speech, he has done a wonderful job of putting his finger on one of the basic problems in our culture. Judgment hangs heavy over our nation.

 

WILL WE TURN BACK IN TIME?

There are many people out there today who are concerned about how our nation has turned away from God in the past few decades. President R. Albert Mohler brings these points out very strikingly in a recent speech when he said, 

"Christians must recover our own moral authority, which can only come when we are submitted to our Savior's moral authority. The church must be a culture of life, contending for life at every level, in the womb, in the nursing hom, in the hospital ward, on the streets, in the schools, everywhere. Our mode must not be to turn entirely inward but instead to engage the culture in such a way that we bear open witness to life, even calling for the life of the culture." 

Mohler is right. We face desperate times. Our culture has been on a long, downward slide for many years now, and there is no letup in sight. Where will it all end? There are two paths set before us. One leads to revival and recovery. The other to wreck and ruin. The choice is ours.

 

CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION

One of the things that has been of great concern to many believers is how Christian are currently being persecuted in other countries, where these Mystery Babylon systems hold sway. Nina Shea, director of the Puebla Program on Religious Freedom, recently addressed this selfsame issue. 

"It is shocking that so few Americans know about the worldwide global persecution of Christians. Our government is indifferent, even hostile, to the plight of these persecuted Christians. When I talk about persecution, I'm not talking about discrimination or bigotry. I'm talking about torture, enslavement, rape, and murder. Our leaders and the media elite are captured by the image of the young man in front of the tank in Tiananmen Square. They see him as a democracy hero, yet they think that the evangelicals who will lay down their lives in China or Sudan for Jesus Christ must be crazy." 

A horrifying fact that is revealed by a World Evangelism Council Report just last year is that nearly 1,000 Christian believers a day are being killed around the world. This martyrdom is unparalleled in the history of the church. Meanwhile, our leaders take political contributions from the government of China where, according to Shea, thousands of Christians languish in gulags. 

The ultra-liberal American media elite have been very careful to avoid mention of the religious persecution against Christians in the world today. By using them as your only source of news information, it is no wonder you don't know what is going on in this area. In fact, this like many other things, are simply the fulfillment of Bible prophecy concerning the last days. One example of this is.... 

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. - Revelation 6:9-11

Baroness Caroline Cox, president of the British branch of the Swiss-based human rights organization, Christian Solidarity International, and deputy speaker of the House of Lords in the United Kingdom, maintains that the West tends to remain largely unaware of the magnitude of persecution and stangely silent on the issue. I watched a news special some time back, not on the major networks needless to say, that went into great details about the very situation that is mentioned here. The latest count of those who have died for their Christian faith in the Sudan is now over 1,500,000. In fact, the situation worldwide has become so serious, that the United States Senate is currently looking at ways to alleviate this tragedy. One fact that was brought out in this special is that more Christians have been martyred for their faith in the century than in all 19 centuries previous from the beginning of the Christian church. 

 There are some books that document this historically that might be of interest to you and others. "Foxe's Book of Martyrs" and "The Trail of Blood" are two that cover this down through the centuries. There are also two books that have recently been written that gives the details of this in the current century; "Their Blood Cries Out", and "In The Lion's Den". These two books are available from the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission, 901 Commerce Street, Nashville TN 37234. It is my prayer that the church in America will wake up and aid our persecuted brothers and sisters overseas. 

 

CHURCH STATE OR CHRISTIAN NATION?

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. - Revelation 18:4-5

This gives us the basic difference between the Pilgrims and the Puritans. They were both originally part of the Church of England. The Pilgrims left England and endeavored to develop a Bible Commonwealth in America. Thus the name Pilgrims. Put another way, they planned to return to the principles of the Bible and desert the traditions of men. On this one major point they differed radically from the Puritans. 

The Puritans also lived up to their name. It was their plan to purify the Church of England. Thus they brought the Mystery Babylon church-state system with them to America. Remember John's warning was to come out of her, not to try to purify her. For this reason you see the Puritans falling into the same trap that the Catholics and other major denominations fell into. Using the state to enforce religious principles. This type of sentiment is very different from what I am trying to explain here. Take for instance, what one of our presidents said just a few decades ago. 

On January 20, 1961, the youngest president in American history gave his inaugural address. John F. Kennedy revealed his vision for our nation when he said, "The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it, and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you. Ask what you can do for your country. Let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own." 

This is why I continue to pray for the time when our nation and its leaders will turn back to the God of the Bible.

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. - Isaiah 2:4

While we are far from being a Christian nation today, many in our history feel it did not start out that way. American patriot Patrick Henry gave the reason for his patriotism very simply. 

"Religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience. It is the duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other." 

On March 23, 1775, in the House of Burgesses in Williamsburg, Virginia, Patrick Henry made his famous speech which ended with these words. "Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!" 

On January 30, 1835 President Andrew Jackson was nearly assassinated on the steps of the Capitol. A man fired two pistols at him at point-blank range, but while the percussion caps went off, they failed to discharge the bullets. Later, the pistols were tested and found to be in perfect firing order. When the King of England expressed concern over the incident, the President replied, 

"A kind Providence had been pleased to shield me against the recent attempt upon my life, and irresistibly carried many minds to the belief in a superintending Providence." 

In 1845, in his inaugural address, newly elected president James K. Polk was very clear concerning his belief in the divine Providence of God, the father of Jesus Christ. 

"I enter upon the discharge of the high duties which have been assigned to me by the people, again humbly supplicating that Divine Being, who has watched over and protected our beloved country from its infancy to the present hour, to continue His gracious benedictions upon us, that we may continue to be prosperous and happy people." 

So, as you can clearly see here, those who took part in the forming of this nation had a very different view of things than you do. In fact, it is the view of historical revisionists who have tried to write God out of our history books who have put our nation at risk today. 

 

COOLIDGE, CARVER, AND WARREN

While we all must admit that we do not currently have a Christian nation, I still feel that this was the goal of our founding fathers. It is too evident in their writings for it not to be so. Many Americans down throughout our nation's history have also come to the same conclusion. 

For instance, on August 3, 1923, President Calvin Coolidge was sworn into office. He stated, 

"The foundations of our society and our government rest so much on the teachings of the Bible that it would be difficult to support them if faith in these teachings would cease to be practically universal in our country."

His statement here is almost prophetic. We have indeed, as a people, turned from the teachings of the Bible and will continue to see the decline of our society until we return to those selfsame beliefs. Finally I wish to mention Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Earl Warren in 1954, 

"I believe no one can read the history of our country without realizing that the Good Book and the Spirit of the Savior have from the beginning been our guiding genius. Whether we look to the first charter of Virginia or to the charter of New England or to the charter of Massachusetts Bay or to the fundamental orders of Connecticut, the same objective is present, a Christian land governed by Christian principles. I believe the entire Bill of Rights came into being because of the knowledge our forefathers had of the Bible and their belief in it. I like to believe we are living today in the spirit of the Christian religion. I like also to believe that as long as we do so, no great harm can come to our country."

Amen to that. Today we are seeing firsthand exactly what does happen when we, as a nation, ceases to believe in the God of the Holy Scriptures. When prayer was replaced with a total rejection of God, and Bible distribution gave way to condom distribution, our nation began down a path that can only lead to destruction. Most Americans have believed, from the time of the founding fathers until now, that our nation is based on religious freedom, not secular humanism. The Christian Life Commission put it well in a recent legal brief which they filed in "Lee vs. Weisman" which states....

"One of the values which public schools should transmit is respect and tolerance for the religious choice of others. Pluralism is promoted by exposing children and adults to differing religious beliefs in a respectful, accommodating way. This builds understanding and respect. Just as racial harmony cannot grow in the soil of racial segregation, neither can religious harmony spring up in a system of religious apartheid." 

Religious Apartheid! I think I have finally run across a term that best fits the conditions in our nation today. Let us pray against the forces of religious apartheid, and for a restoration of the Christian foundations upon which our nation was built. The troubles we face as a nation today are in no way unique. Rather, they have continued, in one way or another, since God saw fit to put us here. 

 

THE WAR FOR MEN'S SOULS

Many today say we are involved in a cultural war, if not as bloody, at least as intense as the one which gave birth to America. I feel that one of the messages shared during that time could well be given to us today, as the body of Christ tries to help bring our nation back to the Christian beginnings that made it great to begin with. After the port in Boston was closed by British troops in 1774, William Prescott wrote to the citizens of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

"We heartily sympathize with you, and are always ready to do all in our power for your support, comfort, and relief knowing that Providence has placed you where you must stand the first shock. We consider that we are all embarked in the same boat and must sink or swim together. Let us all be of one heart, and stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. And may He, of His infinite mercy, grant us deliverance out of all our troubles."

The government that we currently live under was formed with the knowledge that man was wicked by nature. As President George Washington explained in his farewell address: 

"A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to abuse it which predominates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us to the truth of this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power by dividing and distributing it into different depositories has been established."

Many of the major problems we face today as a nation comes from the erosion of this precious three-way balance, as the judiciary has gotten into the business of law-making. Since 1962 our nation has been cursed with more and more radical, ungodly laws made, not by the people or the legislature, but by the arbitrary decisions of judges who seem to feel they do not have to answer to anyone for the decisions they make. Indeed we are living in days like those described in the book of Judges in the Holy Scriptures when they too suffered under the hands of unjust judges because.... 

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. – Judges 21:25

It is indeed heartbreaking to see how our public institutions, especially our schools, have made it known that God and the Bible are not welcome there, while humanism and historical revisionism are. Why are we surprised when children are so spiritually confused when we have refused to give them the direction that they so desperately need. This would not have been possible without courts losing touch with the founding principles that have made our nation great. It is up to us to turn our nation from the path of destruction down which we are currently descending. God's promise is clear in this matter. 

At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.- Jeremiah 18:7-8
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